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1930 - "Fairy Palace" 
The New Year was ushered in by zero weather, and many cases of severe illness among the 
people.  Thanks be to God, the Sisters as well as the children were spared to a great extent. 

As in past years, a Red Cross Nurse visited our school every afternoon during three months. During, 
this time she examined the children and also gave instructions on First Aid to the Juniors and Seniors. 

In the course of several weeks we had the honor of two visits from our Right Reverend Bishop 
Rummell. He was making a tour through his diocese for the purpose of collecting funds for the 
completion of the Cathedral of Omaha. H received a very substantial sum here in O'Neill. 

On February 11 we celebrated the Silver Jubilee of Sr. Alexandra Haller. During the latter part of the 
month Reverends C. E. Schultz, S. J., of Kansas, conducted a retreat for our children. 

On March 17, the Feast of St, Patrick, the pupils of the High School presented the drama "Innisfail.” It 
represented the time of the conversion of Ireland by Saint' Patrick. The play met with success. 

April 1, Mr. J. Donohoe, attorney of this city, gave a very interesting lecture on his trip through 
Palestine. Easter Sunday was ushered in amid rain and rain. For several weeks this weather lasted with 
but few interruptions. 

In April 17, 34 Sisters of other Communities representing eight different schools, and five priests 
attended the meeting.  Reverend Father Ostdiek presided. Sister Jolenta Troshynski demonstrated the 
unit method of teaching American History and Sr. Ascensia Popp gave a demonstration of primary 
reading. An exhibit of the school work of our children was arranged in each classroom, and one room 
was set aside for work brought by the visiting Sisters. 

On April 18, we had the great joy and pleasure of welcoming our dear Reverend Mother Aloysia and 
Sr. Dionysia. The recreations that followed are best described by the word “gemutlich,” though we may 
safely add instructive, profitable to mind and heart. How happy one feels to be the least in the house 
and family of God when so much is done by our Sisters for the salvation of souls. Dear good Reverend 
Mother Aloysia—who can ever forget her great kindness, and who can resist or refuse cooperation in 
the great work of perfection with such a mother as leader, guide, and counselor? Our dear Sisters left 
St. Mary's on April 25. Reverend Mother invited our Mother to accompany her to St. Francis Mission. 

The beautiful month of Our Lady was ushered in with procession, song, and prayer. The Alumnae 
banquet was held on Sunday, May 21. It was well attended and one of the most pleasant reunions we 
have had. Sister Pauline Russ and Sr. Albertine Page left that afternoon to conduct the religious 
Vacation School at Spencer. 

The Senior Class Day Exercises were held on the evening of Monday, June 1. The following morning 
our Right Reverend Bishop Rummell officiated at the Commencement Exercises held in St. Patrick's 
Church. Thirty-three boys and girls were graduated from the High school, and seven from, the eighth 
grade. The Sisters retreat, conducted by Reverend Father Cummins, S. J. from June 14-21, was a very 



practical and prayerful time. At its close Sr. Winifred Sweeney left for St. Francis Mission for a much 
needed rest. A quiet and restful month of vacation now intervened. 

On the eve of Portiuncula we ushered in the feast day of our dear Mother Alphonse.  The name day was 
one that will long be remembered, a day of joy, love end prayer, the last of our dear Mother here at St. 
Mary’s. On August 6, Sr. Denis Pryor was transferred to Columbus, Ohio, to the Shrine of The Little 
Flower. August 12 brought with it the call for sacrifice. Our dear Mother Alphonse left to attend the 
retreat of the Superiors at Stella, followed "by the Provincial Chapter. Mother Alphonse was appointed 
Superior of Sacred Heart Academy in Eggertsville. 

"April showers bring May flowers.”!   This proverb was verified, for never before was the month of 
May so beautiful and balmy. It seemed Our Blessed Mother Mary was preparing us for the intense hot 
summer months. The elementary classes were dismissed on May 23. On the feast of the Ascension of 
Our Lord, our little boys and girls received their First Holy Communion. May 25 witnessed the annual 
Alumnae Banquet together with the exhibition of the work of the pupils. All ended satisfactorily. 

Commencement Exercises took place on June 5; it was conducted by our Right Reverend Bishop 
Rummell of Omaha. Two of our Sisters, Sr. Pauline Russ, and Sister Albertine Page went to Spencer to 
instruct the children in Catechism and Bible and to prepare them for their First Holy Communion. Sr. 
Etheldreda Bracken and Sr. Serafia Strott went to Atkinson for the same purpose. During this month 
work was begun to install new boilers for the heating system. Very Reverend Msgr. Cassidy had 
already taken up subscriptions among the parishioners to defray the cost of this work.  Some 
difficulties presented themselves in the course of construction, but by the end of July all was 
satisfactorily completed. The estimated cost was $10,000. June 18, Sr. Dolores Disch went to Chicago 
to assist at the Sodality Convention. 

The month of July brought with it an intense heat. The thermometer rose to 109° in the shade. Fields 
and meadows dried up and cattle could scarce find sufficient pasturage. The crops naturally were poor 
and the farmers suffered much. July 25 we celebrated the Silver Jubilee of Sr. Etheldreda Bracken. All 
festivities of the day were enjoyed by each and every one. 

August 21, we celebrated the first nameday of Reverend Mother Alphonse here at St. Mary’s. Several 
Sisters arrived from St. Francis Mission to make their annual retreat here, which opened on August 5. It 
was conducted by Reverend Henry Hermans, S. J. of St. Louis. During the retreat Sister Alacoque Rohr 
arrived here to take charge of one of the classes in the High School. Sister Scholas tica Schaller was 
transferred to Buffalo, N. Y. and Sister Ledwigis Streicher came to take charge of the boys’ dormitory 
and the Community refectory. Sr. Salome Scholtes was transferred to Holy Rosary Mission; she was 
replaced by Sr. Denis Pryer. Sr. Josaphat Grady was transferred to St. Agnes Academy, Alliance.  Her 
class was taken over by Sr. Jolenta Troshinski. Finally Sr. Georgia Dunne arrived to join the staff at St. 
Mary’s Academy. 

September 2 was school opening.  We registered 55 boarders and 180 day pupils. Dr. Gilligan, a friend 
of St. Mary’s Academy, died a happy death after becoming a convert to Our Holy Mother the Church. 
R. I. P. 

On the feast of Christ the king our pupils presented a short religious play in honor of Our Heavenly 
king. The last weeks of October, Mother Alphonse Kampschoff left for Stella Niagara to join Reverend 
Mother Gerard, mother Dorothy, and Mother Henrietta to meet Reverend Mother Aloysia Hellweg, 



who came on her visitation to the United States accompanied by her companion, Sr. Dionysia 
Schramm. 

Fierce snow storms broke forth during the month of November. Everything was covered with ice and 
snow, and when the sun shone again, our little town of O’Neill resembled a Fairy Palace. After this 
outbreak the weather became mild and warm and remained thus until Christmas. 

December was more like spring than winter we were grateful for this as it meant a great saving of coal. 
Though we were not blessed with an abundance of earthly goods during this year, we nevertheless 
experienced God’s wonderful Providence day by day. Kind friends remembered us very often by 
sending generous gifts of money, linen, and provisions. In general the health of both Sisters and 
children was good, with a few cases of measles and colds. 

With gratitude to God we look back upon the days which have glided by and look forward to the year 
1931 with renewed courage and confidence. Personnel at the end of the year is as follows: 22 Sisters, 
63 Boarders, 193 Day Pupils. 
	  

1931 - "Kind, Fatherly Voice." 
With the approach of January, the halo round the Christmas candles fades away and the Christmas Crib 
disappears. We find ourselves bowing in humble gratitude for the old year’s gifts and graces, while we 
breathe a fervent” Deus Providebit” for the year just dawning, and begin anew the various duties God 
has appointed for us. During the last week of the month our dear mother Alphonse Kampshoff made 
the accustomed long trip to Stella to attend a meeting of the council. 

On the 12th of February Sisters and children enjoyed the extraordinary privilege of hearing the Holy 
Father, Pius XI, in an address delivered over the radio. Though we shall never forget the impress ion 
that that kind fatherly voice made upon our very souls, the words addressed to his dearest children, the 
religious, will be most fondly cherished. 

The students’ retreat, conducted by Reverend E. J. Colgan, S. J., of Omaha, opened on March 4. The 
days were marked by deep recollection and silence, and we are sure we are full of grace. On March 17 
the Senior class presented "Nerf Noam.” It was successful financially and otherwise. On march 2I 
Mother Alphonse again attended a meeting of the council, and returned with the good news that our 
dear Reverend Mother Aloysia, Superior General, would soon visit St. Mary's. Preparations were begun 
for the visit and for a Diocesan School Meeting to be held here. 

Sr. M. Honoria O’Grady arrived on September 5 to replace Sr. Alacoque Rohr, wo was transferred to 
Alliance.  September 7 brought our new Superior, Reverend Mother Jerome Hoefling, who soon 
learned to know and love St. Mary’s. She was accompanied by Sr. Lina Metz as second assistant.  Sr. 
Paulin Russ left us to take up her duties as Superior at Michael’s Convent, Buffalo, N.Y.  School was 
opened on September 8 with an enrollment of 220 pupils.  Lucille Miller, one of our graduates, entered 
the Novitiate at Stella. 

Sr. M. Eligia Bernhardt came October 15 to replace Sr. M. de Chantal who was with us for a short 
month. The feast of Christ the King was celebrated on October 23 by a program in the Assembly room. 
An address by Reverend Father Leahy was followed by the solemn act of Consecration and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. November was uneventful. 



On December 8, 25 of our high school pupils were received into the Sodality of Our Lady. Just before 
Christmas, Sr. M Georgia Dunne was transferred to Sacred Heart Convent, Columbus, Ohio.  She was 
replaced by Sr. Alexia McGovern. One of Father Lord’s Christmas plays was presented on December 
22 as a close to the school year for the Christmas vacation. It received very favorable comment.  The 
early mass on Christmas day was sung in Gregorian Chant by the boys of the high school.  With 
gratitude we look back upon the days of 1931 and filled with confidence, we look forward to the year 
of 1932. Deo Gratias. 
 
1932 - "The Leprechaun" 
The happy greetings for a New Year of blessing had scarcely died away when our boarders returned 
from the holidays. Classes were resumed on January 4. The students' retreat, conducted by Reverend 
Father Mullaney, S. J., opened on January 20. Father seemed to have the happy faculty of winning all 
hearts, and leading the children with a smile to Christ. 

On January 28, the Alumnae Association held a card party in the Gymnasium for the benefit of the 
school. Though the evening brought one of the worst blizzards of the season, a large crowd was in 
attendance and $40.00 was cleared, and presented to Mother Jerome. 

During the month of February, the annual spelling contest was held. Five places of honor were won by 
the pupils of the high school and the grades. One of the eighth grade boys was champion from Holt 
County in the World Herald Contest. In a basketball tournament held at Pierce, Nebraska, the boys not 
only met with success in their games, but brought much favorable comment on themselves and the 
school by the edification, the attendance of the team at Mass and Holy Communion gave to the 
parishioners of the town. The first week of March is known in Sodality activity as vocation week. 
Reverend Father Leahy gave a wonderful talk on vocations to the assembled high school. The feast of 
St. Patrick, patron of the parish, was celebrated by a Solemn High Mass with a sermon on the life of the 
Saint. In the evening the children presented a program at the knights of Columbus Hall—'"An Irish 
Memory” and the “Leprechaun.” 

On the 21st of April, our Right Reverend Bishop Rummell honored us with a visit. The beautiful month 
of Our Lady opened with a May procession. It was an unusually busy month, since during its course, a 
pageant “In the Hearts of His Countrymen,” to honor the bicentennial of George Washington, was to be 
presented four different times as follows: On Ascension Day for the general public, on May 6 for the 
rural school children and their teachers, again for the eighth grade graduates of Holt county, and, at the 
request of Mayor Stout for the American Legion on memorial Day, May 30. Much work and practice 
were required, but the financial results were very gratifying. " 

From the 22-24, Forty Hours Devotion and Mission combined were held in church—a grand success 
spiritually. First Holy Communion of 24 little ones was solemnized on the morning of the 29. In the 
evening the Alumnae held their annual reunion with a very large number present. A school picnic was 
held in Keyes’ Grove on the 31. 

The first days of June brought with them the close of the novena in preparation for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart. It was our privilege to have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament all day during which the 
solemn act of Consecration ascended each half hour to the throne of the King of Kings, as each 
succeeding class replaced the other before the Blessed Sacrament. Class day exercises for the seniors 
was hold on the evening of June 6, and the following morning commencement exercises, at which our 
Right Reverend Bishop Rummell presided, were held in St. Patrick’s church. 



Owing to the fact, that Sr. Dolores Disch was to be one of the faculty at the new Normal School in 
Buffalo, her Silver Jubilee and that of Sr. Honor in 0’Grady was transferred from July 7 to June 14. 
Right Reverend Msgr. Cassidy and the Sisters did all in their power to make the celebration as solemn 
as possible. Shortly after the Sisters’ retreat, Sr. Winifred Sweeney left for a rest at the little Flower's 
Shrine in Columbus.  Sr. Alexia McGovern went to the missions and Sr. Albertine Page and Sr. 
Ascensia Popp went to St. Joseph ‘s Hospital in Alliance for medical treatment. Sr. Maxine von Brixen 
was transferred to New Lexington, Ohio. Sr. Magdala Lampe came to take her place in the studio. The 
month of July was uneventful. 

On August 18, Mother Jerome Hoefling was transferred to St. Joseph's Convent Los Angeles. Mother 
Claver Schwartz succeeded her at St. Mary’s. The enrollment on September 6, the first day of school, 
was 225. The number of boarders, owing to the several years of poor crops, combined with low prices 
of produce, was not as large as in former years. Compared with surrounding boarding schools, 
however, St. Mary’s was specially favored in registering 45. On September 9, the Sisters celebrated the 
n name day of Mother Claver in a simple, Franciscan style. 

October was a month of many spiritual graces, rosary and Benediction each evening , solemn novena in 
preparation for the feast of Christ the King, and a program on the feast, followed by the solemn 
renewal of the Act of Enthronement for the entire school. 

On the feast of St. Cecilia a musical program to honor St. Cecilia, and a short playlet and tableau in 
honor of the Presentation of Our Lady furnished a very edifying evening for Sisters and pupils. On the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception 31 candidates were received into the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. After a pretty little Christmas play on the evening of December 20, our pupils were in the right 
spirit for the holidays which will continue until January 3. In the meantime we raise our hearts and 
minds to God in a long Te Deum for the manifold graces bestowed on during the year 1932.  Deo 
Gratias. 
 
1933 - "Msgr. Cassidy RIP" 
One of the first and most important events of the year 1933 was the visit of dear Mother Gerard, to 
spend a week, at St. Mary’s just at the close of the students’ retreat which was conducted by Reverend 
Father Martin of St. Francis Mission. Mother Gerard does not reach the Midwest every year so she was 
doubly welcome. During the winter months the Alumnae and Sodality members presented several 
plays, the proceeds of which were to help the Catholic Daughters of America provide a fund for a new 
oil range in our kitchen. Thanks to their assistance, the range was installed during summer vacation. It 
is cleaner than the coal range, and, better still, more economical. 

During the basketball season our boys won a sufficient number of games to make them eligible for the 
tournament at Butte. They returned as victors having earned a very beautiful trophy, and leaving behind 
them a fine record of good sportsmanship, courtesy, and training worthy of St. Mary’s. Early in March 
Sr. Jolenta received the sad news of her dear Father's death. R. I. P. At the annual spelling contest held 
in 0’Neill, St. Mary’s succeeded in carding off a number of the honors. 

Right Reverend Msgr. Cassidy arranged for a Mission to be conducted in the parish from May 14-21. 
To Jesuit Fathers, Reverend R. Talmadge, S. J., and Reverend F. Walsh, S. J. were in charge. It was a 
wonderful success. On the last Sunday of May, 19 boys and 14 girls received their First Holy 
Communion. 



The Commencement Exercises were held on June 6. The Right Reverend Bishop Rummell presented 
the diplomas and delivered a very practical sermon on the occasion. The Class Day Exercises and the 
Alumnae banquet were as usual very successful and well attended. Even before school closed, some of 
the Sisters had left to teach vacation schools in the rural districts. Sr. Adelaide Bihler and Sr. 
Etheldreda Brackin instructed 35 children at Spencer, Nebraska. Sr. Lina Metz and Sr. Marciana 
Strauss had an attendance of 76 children at Deloit, Nebraska. On August 15, one of our senior boys, 
Ralph Shaw, entered the Jesuit Novitiate at Florissant, MO. One senior girl and one freshman entered 
the Novitiate of the Milwaukee Sisters. A second summer session was held at the Normal School in 
Buffalo and Sr. Dolores Disch was again a member of the faculty. The Sisters' retreat was held in July. 
Reverend Father Rueve, S. J., conducted it. 

The summer brought with it many changes. Sr. Winifred Sweeney, Sr. Antonia Binnlnger, Sr. 
Etheldreda Bracken, Sr. Magdala Lampe, Sr. Armella Orlowsky, Sr. Albertine Page, and Sr. Lidwigis 
Streicher left St. Mary's and were replaced by Sr. Edmund Dorgan, Sr. Teresa Simmons, Sr. Alma 
Clark, Sr. Arnulfa Trapp, Sr. Marina Egger, and Sr. Lucretia Figol. Sr. Louise Gittere came to take 
charge of the kitchen as Sr.Alexandra's sight was failing. 

School opened on September 5, with an enrollment of 242, 45 of them boarders. On October 2, our 
dear Mother Claver slipped on a rug and fell and broke her left am. The fracture has not yet healed 
entirely. 

On October 6, the children surprised Right Reverend Msgr. Cassidy on the occasion of his 55th 
Anniversary of the priesthood, with a program befitting the occasion. It was the last time he was to be 
around his children. On Sunday the parishioners honored him with a large attendance at Holy Hour, 
reception at the Rectory, and presentation of a purse. The following day he left for Omaha to attend a 
meeting of the priests of the diocese, and also to take treatment for a severe cold from which he was 
suffering. God so willed that he should not return to O'Neill. His niece, Mary Cullen, who has made her 
home with him since childhood, was with Monsignor till the last. He died peacefully at St. Catherine's 
hospital in Omaha on the evening of Friday, Dec. 1. His body was brought to O’Neill on Saturday. On 
Monday his body lay in state in the church he had built and cared for during 47 years. He is mourned 
by all, not only his parishioners, but by friends all over the country. The poor have lost in him a kind 
father and friend. The children and the various Confraternities took turns as guard of honor all through 
the night. The funeral took place on Tuesday morning. Right Reverend Bishop Rummell of Omaha was 
the Celebrant of the Solemn Requiem High Mass. The priests' choir sang the Mass. About five hundred 
cars followed the remains to the cemetery. He lies buried at the foot of the large cross in the center of 
the cemetery. In the shadow of the cross may he rest in peace. St. Mary's Academy has lost a true 
friend, but has found an advocate in heaven. According to his wish, his library of about 500 volumes 
was transferred to St. Mary's library, a lasting remembrance of one who loved and appreciated our 
sisters and the work done by them. Msgr. Cassidy was the second great benefactor St. Mary's Academy 
lost during 1933. On January 26, 1933, J. F. Gallagher, known to all as Uncle Jim, passed to his eternal 
reward. He remembered the Academy in his last will by bequesting to it the sum of $1000 cash and the 
remainder of his estate after all other bequests had been taken care of. It is needless to say that he too 
receives a daily memento in our community prayers. 

Christmas was as usual happy and blessed time, although the shadow of our recent great loss hovered 
around, everywhere. On December 31, we had the great privilege to have exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament all day in our chapel.  As it was also retreat, we made the best use of every minute of the 
last day of 1933. 



	  

1935 - "Crosses are Sweetened" 
This year was destined by the Heavenly Father to be a year of trial, in spite of its happy beginning. The 
children returned in good spirits on January 7 and immediately began serious work for examinations. 
Sr. Honoria was obliged to go to Omaha for treatment for her face. The infection offered stubborn 
resistance and required repeated trips. Finally it yielded. Mr. Clarence McClurg replaced Mrs. Parker 
as County Superintendent, and called on St. Mary's to assure us of his cooperation. Three days of 
extremely cold and stormy weather in January came about the middle of the month. Then followed an 
epidemic of Mumps among the children. The boarders made a pilgrimage to nine pictures of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, singing and playing on their way. The epidemic was checked. 

Our most Reverend Bishop and the diocesan school authorities recommended a series of debates 
among the Catholic high schools of the state. “The Benefit of the Vacation Schools” was the question 
debated. Of course, St. Mary's prepared to take an active part. This month brought with it (February) 
the annual exchange of games and hospitality between St. Francis Mission and St. Mary's. We never 
win, but we do enjoy the friendly relations. Owing to a scare of smallpox in 0'Neill and surrounding 
country, the school children were vaccinated. Thank God all went well. 

On February 21, the investiture of our beloved pastor, Reverend J.G. McNamara as Monsignor, took 
place. This meant great preparations in the school and in the parish. A public reception was held in our 
Gym, following a most impressive ceremony in the church and a banquet held at the Golden Hotel for 
the visiting clergy. Our good, kind Monsignor, in his joy, came to pay the Sisters a visit and presented 
himself, in full regalia, at the refectory door during an afternoon recreation. February 22 was a free day 
for Sisters and children. 

On the last day of February our dear Sr. Joachim complained of not feeling very well. Very reluctantly 
she allowed herself to be put to bed.  Pneumonia developed. The Master’s call came in the evening of 
March 2. Gently, peacefully, fully conscious and resigned, Sr. Joachim obeyed summons. The Sisters 
lost a kind companion and a good religious. The little ones were inconsolable after her death. For 
weeks no one seemed able to replace her, until their former teacher, Sr. Ascensia, returned to them. On 
the 4th of March, one of our Senior boys, Peter Price, became seriously ill with pneumonia and was 
taken to the O'Neill hospital. His condition became so serious that he was anointed and each moment 
promised to be his last. The students stormed heaven for his recovery, an immediate change set in, and, 
though long-drawn-out, his convalescence was assured. God spared our children but called the Sisters 
Home. 

March was a month of terrible dust storms for Nebraska. Dust pneumonia claimed many victims. Good 
Sr. Lina was the Master's next choice from St. Mary's. She was in school until Wednesday noon, March 
27. Mother then insisted that she go to bed. She was removed to the infirmary, and on Saturday, March 
30, exactly four weeks after Sr. Joachim's death, at 1:10 in the afternoon, Sr. Lina's soul returned to 
God. .We had lost another good, kind religious, and the children had lost another loving teacher. Both 
had had the great grace of all the last Sacraments and the presence of devoted priests during their hours 
of suffering, yes, till the very last breath. 

The children's annual retreats conducted by Reverend A. J. Cook, S. J., was uninterrupted by the angel 
of death, and closed most successfully on Saturday morning. During the retreat, the Sisters enjoyed the 
privilege of three special conferences and a Holy Hour in celebration of the Centenary of the founding 
of our Congregation. During the week of March 11, word was received that our beloved Bishop 



Rummell had been appointed Archbishop of New Orleans. His honor is our loss, but God always 
provides. Vocation week was successful, held during the week of March 24. 

Reverend Mother Everista came from St. Francis Mission and accompanied Mother Claver to the 
Superiors retreat at Stella.  Sr. Clementine arrived on April 5 to take Sr. Lina's class, which, up to this 
time, had been taught by the Normal trainers. Then followed Easter holidays, state exams, and Junior-
Senior banquet and the beautiful month of Our Lady invited the Sisters and children to sing the praises 
of their Queen. In addition to our devotions, all attended services in the church on Sunday, Wednesday 
and Friday of Lent. 

This year the public school prepared an outdoor Mayday program to which they invited the Sisters and 
pupils of St. Mary's. It was very nicely carried out. May 10 was the day set aside for our celebration in 
honor of Mother Magdalen.  A very impressive and interesting, program of reading, dance and song 
portrayed some of the highlights in the life of our beloved Foundress, with whom may we ever 
say "Deus Providebit” . The program was repeated for the whole school on May 13. Preparation for 
First Holy Communion seamed to bring with another epidemic –measles-mostly among the younger 
children. Several little First Communicants were sadly disappointed on the Great Day and were obliged 
to have a special day later on. Examinations June 1, class play June 4, class -day June 6, Alumnae 
banquet, Commencement June7—such was the order, and another school year had gone into eternity. 
She whole scheme of the banquet was carried out in Dutch style, and many loving tributes rendered to 
dear Mother Magdalen and her daughters, the Sisters of St. Francis. Six boys and six girls were 
graduated from the high school, and six boys and seven girls from grade eight, Commencement was 
scarcely over when the news reached our dear Mother Clavor that she was to be Superior at the College 
of St. Charles, Columbus, Ohio, and that Mother Cherubim would come from Alliance, Nebraska to 
replace her here. Mother Cherubim arrived the next morning and mother Claver left on June 12. 
Though we were very sorry to lose Mother Claver, we welcomed our new mother whole heartedly and 
initiated her into our O’Neill heat, renovations at St. Mary’s, and gemutlich vacation life. 

'This year again Sr. Jolenta and Sr. Marciana went to teach vacation school at St. John's near 
Clearwater, and Sr. Radegund and Sr. Marina conducted classes at St. Peter's, Ewing, Nebraska, Sr. 
Adelaide received word to travel East, attend school at Canisius and await further orders. Later she was 
transferred to Alliance, Nebraska. Sr. Honoria and Sr. Serafica attended the summer session at 
Creighton University at Omaha. Sr. Magdalis came from Minot to replace Sr. Adelaide, but left soon 
after for Charleston, W. Va. Sr. Leontine came from St. Francis Mission to teach science. Sr. Jolenta 
and Sr. Marciana attended our Stella Niagara Normal. Sr. Marciana was transferred to Alliance to be 
replaced by Sr. Aloysius, one of our Normal graduates, newly professed. Sr. Eligia was replaced by Sr. 
Denis, and Sr. Alexandra returned to be our cook. Sr. Redempta succeeded Sr. Ascensia in the music 
department. The annual retreat of the Sisters was conducted by Reverend Father Hilke, S. J. Although, 
or more probably, because it was his first retreat, it was very good, practical, strictly Ignatian, very 
interesting and full of grace. It closed, on August 12. During the retreat Peter Price, a senior, entered 
the Jesuit Novitiate at Florissant, to begin study for the priesthood. 

Preparations now began in earnest for the new school year. Classes were resumed on September 4 with 
the largest enrollment in years, high school 101, grades 187. These numbers have since mounted to 107 
in high school and 129 in the grades. The number of boarders, too, increased and 76 made it necessary 
for Mother Cherubim and Sr. Dolores to make a trip to Omaha to purchase new desks and new beds. 
To increase the seating capacity at the basketball games, new portable bleachers were erected in the 
Gym. The expense was covered by funds raised through various activities, pie sales, dances, etc. At this 



time a special novena and Holy Hour was conducted for the success of the Eucharistic Congress held at 
Cleveland. Reverend Father Ostdiek, diocesan superintendent, visited St. Mary’ s on September 26 and 
seemed well satisfied with the visitation. The customary novena to Christ the King was conducted in a 
solemn manner this year, closing with a program, renewal of the consecration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

On October 28, Reverend Mother Gerard, accompanied by Sr. Bernice, arrived at St. Mary’s for 
visitation. Mother spent only one short week with us, but we enjoyed every minute of the time. On 
November 5, Reverend Father Schiltz came to conduct Mother to St. Francis Mission. Early in the 
month of November, the happy news reached us that most Reverend James Hugh Ryan, Rector of the 
Catholic University of America, had been appointed Bishop of Omaha. The installation took place on 
November 21. Right Reverend Msgr. McNamara was deacon of honor to the Bishop, 

On the evening of November 24, the music pupils gave a recital in honor of St. Cecilia. It was very 
well presented. Thanksgiving holidays followed. The children returned on the first of December, and 
immediate preparations for the feast of the Immaculate Conception were begun. The anniversary 
Requiem High Mass for Right Reverend Msgr. Cassidy was attended by Sisters and children. Our 
Lady's Feast brought with it reception into the Sodality, which now numbers 98. Father Leahy preached 
a very practical sermon on the virtue of our Mother, applicable to our daily lives. The Children of Mary 
entertained the new candidates in the assembly room. That evening Mother and Sr. Dolores again left 
for Omaha on business and called on our newly installed Bishop. 

The Christmas holidays began on Friday, December 20 with the presentation of an Operetta, "A 
Christmas Revelation," the singing of carols, a large Christmas Sodality meeting, and presentation of 
gifts. All left well and happy to return, if God so willed, on January 6. Christmas season for the Sisters 
was full of grace, happiness and many surprised, for the good people of O’Neill cannot be outdone in 
generosity. One cloud only marred the brightness of our joy. Dear Sr. Arnulfa, who for some time had 
not boon feeling well, just about decided to spend Christmas in Heaven.  The attack was severe, and we 
were all very sad and worried.  But God, Who sends the crosses, sweetens the bearing of them, and 
removed them in his own good time.  Sr. is on the road to recovery, and may still join us in praising the 
dear Lord through the coming year of 1936. 
	  

1936 - "Time Rolled Swiftly" 
The beginning of the year, 1936, brought great relief to St. Mary’s in the settlement, by arbitration, of 
the trouble over the Cavanaugh loan made in 1922 when the North Wing was erected.  Acting upon the 
advice of our Most Reverend Bishop, instead of taking the case to court, a settlement was made, 
satisfactory to all concerned.  It will mean many sacrifices to meet obligations, but the worry over a 
court case and the possibility of losing is removed forever.  Thanks be to God. 

On January 10, dear Sr. Arnulfa, who had been ill for some time, was taken to Alliance for 
examination. Mother Cherubim and sr. Servia accompanied her. They returned leaving dear Sister 
under the doctor's observation. On January 20, while on her way to inform relatives of the illness of 
one of the children, our dear Mother Cherubim slipped, fell and broke her wrist. Doctor set it 
immediately and thank God successfully. 

This month also brought the sad news that good Father Leahy, who had worked heart and soul for the 
parish school during eight years, was to be transferred to Omaha. The love and gratitude he had earned 
on all sides was wonderfully demonstrated at the farewell program that the children presented, to which 



a delegation from the parish added a number in presenting Father with a watch and a purse. St. Mary's 
has lost a wonderfully devoted friend and counselor. Father's successor, Reverend Peter Burke, arrived 
just in time to celebrate Holy Mass for dear Mother Cherubim's named day, February 1. The day was 
very pleasantly spent, and Mother received many lovely useful gifts. 

On February 4, Reverend Mother Tarcissia brought dear Sr. Arnulfa back to St. Mary's. A blizzard 
which lasted over a week kept Mother snowbound in O'Neill. No trains came or went. Some drifts were 
over ten feet high. The storm had come without warning, and, as many were unprovided with fuel and 
food, there was much sorrow in homes in the country. Even the town felt a shortage of fuel. Thank 
God, we were well cared for. Some of the boarders could not communicate with their homes for over a 
month. On February 12, we began a novena to our Lady for better weather. The cold, however, 
continued for over a week or more. The intermittent thawing and freezing then caused the backing of 
water in the gutters. This seeped its way into the walls making plastering; and painting a necessity in 
the months to cone, finally, on the 23rd a general thaw set in. Four feet of snow melting at one time 
covered walks, streets, all with water. 

On the anniversary of the ordination of Right Reverend Msgr. McNamara, the children made him very 
happy with a rich spiritual bouquet. In March the seniors presented their class play, "The Luck of 
Derryverragh," on the feast of St. Patrick, patron of the church. The cold weather of this month claimed 
as its victim our dear Mother Cherubim, who was in a rather run-down condition from the shock of 
breaking her wrist, mother spent several days in bed with a very heavy cold. 

On March 24, Reverend W. Mallon, S. J., arrived to conduct the annual retreat for the children. The 
retreat was very serious yet very interesting and made a lasting impression on the children. At its close 
Father gave the Sisters a conference on the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, so beautiful, so sublime, that it 
must make us henceforth, more appreciative of the Holy Sacrifice. This retreat really brought out 
vocations. 

Again our dear Lord visited us with sickness. One of the boys became seriously ill, as taken to the 
hospital and operated for mastoid. His condition was critical. At the same time, a mild form of 
scarletina attacked two of the girls. Thanks to our dear Mother of perpetual Help, it confined itself to 
the two. At noon on April 8, the children left for the Easter holidays. On their return we had a rare 
musical treat given by some players from the Metropolitan Opera Company. On April 28, Sisters 
Marina and Dolores attended a diocesan conference of Teachers at West Point, Nebr. The sunshine of 
the beautiful month of our Mother brought great Joy to our hearts. One of the senior girls was baptized 
and received First Holy Communion together with another who had never had that great grace. In 
addition, at least twelve of our grade children, all the children of unhappy marriages, were baptized and 
received their First Holy Communion on May 3. On May 4, our Most Reverend Bishop administered 
the Sacrament of Confirmation to over 275. We had the pleasure of entertaining him at a reception on 
the evening preceding. His gentle, affable manner won all hearts, and opened the way to very 
successful labor in the parish of O'Neill. The little ones presented him with a Golden Rose which he 
took with him to be treasured always.  

The Juniors entertained the Seniors on May 17 with a very lovely banquet.  Then time rolled swiftly 
onward to the Alumnae banquet May 31, at which 102 were present.  Class day opened this month 
(June) followed by Commencement on the 2nd.  Or Most Reverend Bishop was unable to attend as also 
our dear friend, Father Leahy.  Right Reverend Msgr. McNamara presided, delivered the address, and 
conferred the honors.  This day brought joy to the heart of many a mother, but it brought sorrow, too, 



for three of the girls and one boy made known their desire to consecrate themselves to the service of 
God. 

On the 7th, Sr. Marina and Serafia left for Ewing to conduct a vacation school while Srs. Jolenta and 
Aloysius went to St. John's, Clearwater for the same purpose. Both pastors expressed themselves as 
well satisfied with the results. The feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, June 15, was celebrated in a 
very becoming manner. On the feast of the dear Sacred Heart, we had exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament all day—a wonderful opportunity for reparation and thanksgiving. On July 13 Reverend 
Father Burke, with four of our Sisters, drove to St. Francis Mission for the Jubilee celebration. After 
several days of interesting and fruitful observation, they returned to let us enjoy it to some extent, On 
Dear Mother Magdalen’ s feast day, we celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the reception of good old 
Sister Catherine, who has been at St. Mary's since its very beginning. Sister enjoyed every minute of 
the day with us. 

This year we had an honored guest at our retreat. Reverend Mother Assumpta, of Charleston, stopped 
here on her way to California. She was accompanied by Sr. Electa who remained to take Sr. Honoria's 
place. The latter was transferred to New Lexington. Reverend Father Monaghan, S. J. opened our 
retreat on the feast of St. Ann. During its course, word was received that Srs. Ascensia and Ewalda 
would exchange places, the latter coming to us from Alliance. 

The Silver Jubilee of Sr. Juventia was celebrated in anticipation on August 19. The day was very 
solemn and joyful. On Saturday, the 22nd, Mother Cherubim left for Stella with three of our girls who 
were entering the novitiate. Sr. Marina who had not been feeling very well developed a very serious 
case of appendicitis, and late Monday afternoon was rushed by airplane to Alliance. Though Sister 
pulled through the operation, she never regained strength. Sr. Servia, who had also been in poor health 
for some time, followed her to Alliance. This, of course, spoiled Mother’s plans for an extended visit in 
the East. She came quickly to Alliance where she remained for some days.  The condition of both 
sisters became critical.  On September 7, dear Sr. Servia was called to her eternal reward, and Sr. 
Marina followed her two days later.  May they rest in peace.  In September Sr. Lydia came to take Sr. 
Marina’s place.  One of our boys entered the Seminary on the 7th.  It seems our dear Lord wished to 
make up for the Sacrifice He had asked of us.  The children seemed to pour into the school on 
registration day, making our attendance list larger than ever before.  The high school registration 
reached 121, the grades 188, and the boarders numbered 99.  We had to refuse some until the second 
semester.  The school year opened with Hoy Mass and Communion on the feast of Our Blessed 
Mother. It has been visibly blessed.  On the 23rd, we had the pleasure of a visit from Father Leahy, who 
had been ill for over three months.  His first Holy Mass after that long period was offered in our chapel 
for the Sisters. Sr. Jeanette, who was to replace Sr. Servia, had been under the doctor’s care at 
Alliance.  Finally, on October 7, she arrived at St. Mary’s as was welcomed with open arms. 

The annual novena in preparation for the Feast of Christ the King was begun on October 14, closing the 
Friday preceding the feast with a program and solemn renewal at Benediction of the Act of 
Consecration.  On the 18th, Mother Cherubim and Mother Tarsissia left for Chicago for a shopping 
tour.  During Mother’s absence, Sr. Juventia, who had not been well, developed pneumonia and 
required the care of an extra nurse.  Sr. Arnulfa, too, had another attach of her illness.  Thank God, both 
are recovering, the latter after being confined to bed for over six weeks. 

The feast of St. Cecilia was celebrated by the musicale for the preparation of which much time was 
used.  It was very successful, and gave the parents an opportunity of seeing what was being 
accomplished in the music department.  The Alumnae association very pleasantly surprised the Sisters 



with a small radio as an introduction to the Thanksgiving holidays.  It can be carried from one room to 
the other.  Despite the fact that a very generous food and fruit shower had been held for the Sisters, the 
men of the parish and the business men of O’Neill were very generous with their contributions toward 
a coal collection.  We sometimes wonder whether any other convent is so materially blessed as 
ours.  Reception into the Sodality, usually scheduled for the 8thof December, had to be postponed, 
owing to the illness of Reverend Father Burke’s father.  On the following Monday 38 candidates were 
received into the number of Mary’s children. 

The Christmas program was held on the afternoon of Friday, December 18; then all left, full of a 
healthy, happy Christmas spirit.  Sisters as well as children were ready for vacation.  In the happiness 
of the Birthday of the Little King, all the sorrows of the year seemed to melt away.  After He had given 
all for us, how could we refuse, resignedly, yes gladly, gratefully to accept whatever the New Year may 
have in store for us. 
	  

1937 - "A Year of Anticipation" 
The New Year dawned cold and snowy, a year of anticipation, for we awaited the visitation of our dear 
Reverend Mother Aloysia’s delegate. On January 4 school reopened, but a number of the children 
could not return because of the heavy snowfall. The seventh day registered 24 degrees below zero. 
January 11 was set for a sale for the missions. Though confined to the children of the school, the sum 
of $68.00 was realized. The eve of February 1 was spent in preparation for our dear Mother Cherubim's 
feast day. It was a day of rejoicing for all. 

Our dear Right Reverend Msgr. McNamara was really and truly surprised on the occasion of his Ruby 
Jubilee March 4. Sisters, children and parish joined in the festivities. The men sang, and little ones 
rejoiced his dear fatherly heart with their words of congratulation. On March 10 the children retreat 
began, conducted by Reverend Thomas Martin, S.J., Father has his own way of attracting the children. 
The retreat was very successful. 

Sr. Aloysius was called on March 24 to her dear Mother who was critically ill. Sister reached home just 
a little too late to meet her beloved mother this side of eternity. On March 29, a missionary friend of 
Father Burke, a St. Columban Father, talked to the children on his experiences in China. The talk was 
very interesting. In April the month we have been waiting for, especially the 6th, the day on which our 
two dear Mothers, Reverend Mother Ancilla and I Mother Alphonse arrived at St. Mary's, our 
expectations were fulfilled. Can we ever forget the gentle sweetness of dear Mother Ancilla, and the 
joy of dear Mother Alphonse on arriving at her old home. How full of pleasures were those two weeks, 
how full of blessings, but oh, how quickly gone their way taking with them our two dear Mothers. 
During their sojourn with us, we had the happiness of celebrating the Silver Jubilee of Sr. Radegund 
Cavin and Electa Mackin.  It was a beautifully simple celebration; the joy of which was enhanced by 
the presence of our two guests.  On the evening of the 11th we were entertained in our assembly room 
with pictures from Holland and elsewhere.  Our thanks to the two mothers. 

April 19 brought sad farewells.  Mothers Ancilla and Alphonse have gone but their memory 
remains.  Just after the departure of our two mothers, Mother Cherubim was under observation prior to 
an operation Sister recovered nicely, thank God, but was advised not to resume class duties until 
September.  One of our Sophomore pupils, the son of the mayor, Jacques Kersenbrock, met with an 
accident with promised to be fatal.  The whole school stormed heaven, and with the help of skillful 
Lincoln doctors, his life was spared. 



May was a rather uneventful month except in its dedication to Our Blessed Mother, and the devotion of 
the Sisters and children to her on each and every day.  Many were the visits paid to shrines during the 
day, and each evening cam the crowning glory of the day, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  The 
Seniors presented their class play, “The Making of Miss Graduate,  by Reverend Daniel Lord, S. J.  It 
was particularly beautiful and significant for the class of girl-graduates only, and although very 
different from the ordinary play, was very well received by the audience.  The close of the month 
brought First Holy Communion to 21 boys and 24 girls.  The alumnae banquet was unusually well 
attended. The gathering of so many old girls from all parts of the country successfully engaged in 
various activities makes one realize that the influence of the school has been for good, and that god’s 
work is carried on through the years. Immediately after school at Ewing, while Srs. Leontine and 
Aloysius conducted classes at St. John’s at Clearwater.  Sr. Alexia spent her vacation at Denver, 
Colorado to escape hay fever.  Her letters during the visit indicated that Sister was enjoying every 
minute of her stay among the mountains.  Class day exercises took place on the evening of June 5, 
followed by Commencement June 6, First Friday.  Reverend Father Beyersdorfer delivered a very 
beautiful address to the graduates, seventeen in number.  By noon, the peace and quiet of vacation were 
upon us. 

As is usual, July brought changes among the Sisters.  Sister Denis exchanged places with Sr. Bertolfa 
of Alliance.  Srs. Lydia and Redempta left for Charleston, W. Va. To be replaced by Srs. Christine and 
Constance, the former from Holy Rosary, Columbus, Ohio, the latter from Havre, Mont.  The change 
was particularly pleasing to Sr. Constance, one of our St. Mary’s graduates, and an O’Neill girl.  Sr. 
Pancratia accompanied Sr. Constance to be an extra helper at St. Mary’s. During one of our electric 
storms, the lighting struck the stone crosses on both the academy and Convent, making a replacement 
necessary.  All was covered by insurance.  Three of the Sisters made use of the State University 
Extension Course during the summer and earned College hours here at home.  Mrs. Parker, former 
County Superintendent, was very kind and helpful to the Sisters throughout the course.  

In August one of our 1935 graduates, Loretta Miller, a sister of Sr. Dolorettta, returned to St. Mary’s to 
accompany dear Mother Cherubim to Stella.  Mother went for retreat and Chapter, Loretta to 
consecrate her young life to God.  During Mother’s absence the house got an extra shine from attic to 
cellar.  The premises, too, were beautified, for Mr. W.J. Froelich sent his landscape gardener to see 
what he could see for St. Mary’s. All was in readiness to greet Mother and welcome her return after the 
days of suspense at Stella. 

Though all were sorry to lose good Mother Gerard as Provincial Superior, we welcomed with grateful 
hearts her God to be our shepherdess for the next six years at least.  The school year opened with 
registration on September 7.  The records showed a larger enrollment than ever before, three hundred 
eleven, (311) one-third of whom were high school students.  Right Reverend Msgr. McNamara 
celebrated holy Mass on the morning of the 8th in honor of Our Lady for a blessed and successful 
school year. 

To our great sorrow, Reverend Father Burke was called to Omaha, to act as assistant in Sacred Heart 
parish.  Father had endeared himself to all during his short stay in O’Neill.  We shall miss his priestly 
visits to our chapel where he spent hours before the Blessed Sacrament.  Reverend Walter Flynn 
replaced Father Burke.  On September 28, Reverend Father Ostdiek, diocesan superintendent, visited 
our school for one day.  His words of praise for St. Mary’s filled our hearts with joy and gratitude.  On 
the Feast of St. Francis, the boarder choir sang its first High Mass in our chapel.  It was very well sun 
and helped to make the day beautiful and solemn.  On Friday, October 8, Mother left for Alliance with 



Sr. Aloysius, who for some time had not been well.  Doctor found an operation necessary, so Sister 
remained.  Every available resource was used to avoid engaging a lay teacher and Sister’s poor darlings 
had five teachers a day.  The customary novena in preparation for Christ the King was held in the high 
school corridor.  A beautiful program on Friday afternoon brought it to a close.  The consecration of 
the school to the Sacred Heart was renewed. 

The boarders sang the requiem in our chapel on the commemoration of All Souls.  That evening, Sr. 
Aloysius returned from Alliance.  On the 19, Mother again wended her way to the hospital, this time to 
Minot, with good Sr. Pancratia who for a long time had scarcely been out of bed.  We were sorry to 
lose our extra help, but Mother brought Sr. Wilfred from Minot to help Sister Ewalda in her work. 

On the 21st of November, two feasts were combined and a delightful program was rendered by the 
music department.  Mr. Durham, director of the O’Neill Band, who services are being given to St. 
Mary’s as well as to the public school, directed the orchestra.  The coal collection, sponsored each year 
by the men of the town, for exceeded our expectations.  God is indeed good to St. Mary’s, for nowhere 
are such wonderful benefactors to be found as here in O’Neill.  Immediately after the Thanksgiving 
holidays preparations were begun for December 8 and for this Christmas program.  On the 4th, one of 
the senior boarders, Genevieve Morris of Ewing, who for some time had been receiving instructions 
from Msgr. McNamara, had the great happiness of being baptized.  She received her dear Lord for the 
first time the flowing day, and on Dec 8 was received into the Sodality.  How grateful we should be for 
such evident signs of God’s blessing on our work.  Father Flynn conducted the beautiful ceremonies on 
the feast of Our Immaculate Mother.  Forty candidates were received into the Sodality. 

Classrooms were decked in festive array, music rang through the building, and , with the sound of 
Christmas hymns and carols, and the lovely Christmas Contata,  “The Prince of Peace, “ the Christmas 
spirit was upon us, and Christmas vacation. The children left on December 17, only two remaining.  St. 
Nicholas and the Christ Child must have been pleased with us, for never were days more peacefully 
and happily spent than during the vacation of 1937.  In the midst of worldly turmoil round about us 
everywhere, an extra share of Christmas peace seems to have entered our cloistered home with eh 
coming of God of Peace.  May it abide with us throughout the New Year. 

Perhaps an outstanding event of the year should be recorded here, the settlement of the Cavanaugh case 
which, since 1928, has hung over St. Mary’s like a heavy cloud.  Thanks to the kindness of Mr. W. J. 
Hammond, that deed is blotted from the pages of history and thanks to God, St. Mary’s breaths freely 
again. Deo Gratias. 
	  

1938 - "Franciscan Style" 
Another year opened its pages, to be filled with many important events, before it has run its 
course.  Close upon the return of the children from the holidays came the semester examinations, 
followed by the students’ annual retreat.  This year it was conducted by Reverend Father Walsh, S. J. 
from Creighton University.  God’s grace was very active and Father’s sacrifices were not in vain. 

The month of February opened with the celebration of dear Mother Cherubim’s nameday. Though 
celebrated in the true Franciscan style, yes, because of that fact, it was a very happy day.  Many of the 
child Saints brought blessings from Heave, and our tiniest boarder boy, as the Infant Jesus of Prague, 
added a blessing to the close of the day. 



The Lenten season found Sisters and students fervently united with our Suffering Savior.  On March 
13th and 14th, over 30 delegates from St. Mary’s traveled to Omaha to attend a Sodality Convention 
directed by Rev. Daniel Lord, S. J. They were days of great profit to the Sodality in general. 

During the month of April dear Mother Cherubim had the chapel freshly painted. 

Our Lady’s month at St. Mary’s is always lovely.  This year much solemnity was added to the prayers 
by the novena in preparation for the important task of signing for one of the three provinces into which 
our dear U.S.A. has been divided.  God grant that the choice was wisely made by each Sister.  That 
important task was scarcely completed when our dear Mother Lidwina paid her last official visit as 
Provincial Superior to St. Mary’s.  She was accompanied by Sister Bernice.  Mother spent two very 
pleasant weeks with us, interrupting her visit by a trio to Denver.  Our dear Mother Cherubim was her 
companion. This gave Mother an opportunity to visit the new Novitiate house and to help in the 
selection of some of the furniture to be used in the convent.  Rev. Mother Lidwina returned to St. 
Mary’s and remained for Class Day and Commencement exercises.  We considered this a great honor, 
for before another commencement, we, the Midwest will claim our won Provincial Superior.  The close 
of May brought with it great happiness for forty-three little ones who received our dear Lord into their 
hearts for the first time. 

Twenty-eight girls and eight boys were graduated on June 2nd. The exercises were held in the 
church.  Immediately after the close of school, Sister Radigund and Constance went to teach vacation 
school at Ewing, while Sister Leontine and Sister Aloysius went to Clearwater.  Large groups of 
children were taught in both places and prepared for First Holy Communion.  Then followed departure 
for summer school. Sister Leontine, Sister Christine and Aloysius went to Creighton, University.  Sister 
Serafia who had signed for the Eastern Province left for Canisius College, Buffalo.  After the summer 
courses there she was transferred to Charleston, W. Va.  Sister Alexia attended the Golden Jubilee 
celebration at Holy Rosary Mission, and then went on to Holy Springs, South Dakota for medical 
treatment. 

Little of importance took place during the summer vacation except that we lost several loved 
Sisters.  Sister Louise was transferred to New Lexington, Ohio.  She was replaced by Sister Natalia 
from St. Joseph’s, Alliance.  Sister Ewalda left for St. Leo’s Convent, Columbus, Ohio.  Sister 
Georgella came to take her place.  Sister Wilfrid who has assisted Sister Ewalda in the classroom, was 
transferred to Grace Day Home, Sacramento, Calif.  Sister Christine whose transfer left a vacancy in 
the seventh and eighth grades was replaced by Sister Arthur to teach grades five and six.  This left 
Sister Aloysius free to advance to grades seven and eight.  Sister Serafia exchanges places with Sister 
Fides of Charleston, W. Va. 

During the month of August a request was made by Rev. Father Vernig of Winner, South Dakota, for 
Sisters to teach the parochial school.  Rev. Mother Lidwina delegated Mother Cherubim to visit the 
school with a view to its acceptance as a new field of labor.  Sisters Dolores and Eleanor accompanied 
Mother.  All expressed themselves well pleased with the school and convent.  During the latter part of 
August Rev. Mother Lidwina, Mother Celsa and Sister Gonzaga sailed for Holland to attend the 
General Chapter held there.  Mother Cherubim was to have accompanied them, but the last minute 
arrangements made the trip impossible.  To our great joy Rev. Mother Aloysius was re-elected as 
Superior General.  This required the approbation of Rome as all third term elections do.  Again, to our 
great joy that approbation was given. 



In September we were very happy to have a postulant from St. Mary’s ready to enter the new Midwest 
novitiate at Marycrest, Denver.  Mother Cherubim accompanied Monica Held, a graduate of the class 
of 1928, to her destination.  School opened on September 6th with a large enrollment in grades, high 
school and among the boarder group.  This made it necessary to convert the infirmary into a dormitory 
for the small girls.  It is one of… 

October was an ideal month for the Midwest.  The weather was exceptionally warm and sunny, making 
it unnecessary to start the furnace.  As in former years Rosary devotions were held each evening 
followed by Benediction of the most Blessed Sacrament.  

In November rumors of war abroad hastened the departure of our dear European travellers from 
Holland.  They brought with them the Council’s sanction of the division of the Provinces, and the news 
that Rev. Mother Alphonse Kampshaff had been chosen to help establish a sisterhood in Karachi, India. 

Early in the month of December, two of our Sophomore boarders had the great happiness of receiving 
our dear Lord for the first time.  They were admitted with the other candidates into the Sodality of the 
Blessed Virgin at a solemn reception on December 8th.  December 10 brought with it Rome’s 
approbation of the division of Provinces and the appointments for the two newly established.  They are 
as follows: 

For the Middle West: 
Mother Erica Hughes Provincial Superior 

Mother Celsa Schmalen First Provincial Ass’t. 

Sister Dolores Disch Provincial Assistant 

Mother Immaculata McCarthy Provincial Assistant 

Mother Elma Vifquain Provincial Assistant 

  

For the Western Province 
Mother Emma Cale Provincial Assistant 

Mother Carissa Assman First Provincial Asst. 

Mother Clement Finkle Provincial Assistant 

Mother Tarcissia Mulbay Provincial Assistant 

Mother Marita Riddle Provincial Assistant 

  

A beautiful Christmas entertainment held at the K. of C. Hall on December 20th was the signal to close 
school for the holidays.  Classes will be resumed on January 4th.  A touch of sorrow was added to 
Sisters’ Christmas joy this year, for our dear Mother Cherubim received an appointment as Superior of 
the Motherhouse of the Eastern Province at Stella Niagara.  Mother left us at the close of Holy 
Innocents Day, but loving memories of three and a half years will follow us everywhere as we pass 



from room to room at St. Mary’s.  She has endeared herself to all within and without St. Mary’s 
especially the poor and needy.  Mother came to St. Mary’s just as we were in the midst of heavy 
financial difficulties.  Cheerfully and courageously she helped us to pray for assistance.  The generosity 
of the people of O’Neill… 
	  

1939 - "Cardinal Pacelli" 
January, 1939 

The Division of the Provinces brought about the changes of several superiors.  Dear Mother Cherubim 
was assigned to Stella Niagara and left for her new work December 20, 1938.  While at St. Mary’s 
Mother Cherubim made many useful improvements and helped in the settlement of many difficult 
questions.  Her genuine kindness won the confidence of Sisters and of children, and the remembrance 
of her is dear to all who had the good fortune to come under her influence.  Mother Virginia, who 
succeed Mother Cheubim, arrived December 30, and took up her new duties on December 31, 1939 

The Christmas vacation closed January 3.  Many of the children were back before time because of the 
favorable weather.  The winter has been mild; there has not been much cold weather nor snow. 

During the month of January we were frightened for a time by scarlet fever.  After consultation with 
the doctor, it was decided to send home any child who seemed to have the disease, and thus try to 
prevent the other children from contracting it.  Several children had to be sent home, and in no case 
was the sickness serious.  The school was not closed. 

The examinations for the close of the first semester started on January 16, and continued for four 
days.  As a little treat the pupils were allowed a social evening in the auditorium. Right Reverend 
Monsignor McNamera honored the pupils by his presence and partook of the refreshments with 
them.  The purpose of such entertainment is to teach the children to have a good time in the right 
way.  The pupils enjoy coming to the school for their social affairs and they act in a simple, natural 
manner. 

January twenty-fifth brought the first dust-storm of the year.  It was not so severe as other storms have 
been, but is showed that the ground is very dry and much in need of snow. 

February, 1939 

This month opened with a recreation day in horror of dear old Sister Augustine.  We learned that Sister 
was able to enjoy the sixtieth anniversary of her profession among the Sisters at St. Michael’s in 
Buffalo.  To have served the Lord so long is a grace not given to all.  May God continue to bless our 
dear Sister Augustine. 

A jubilee of a different kind was celebrated on February second.  This day was the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the day that Conred Lohr came to St. Mary’s to work.  The day was made pleasant for 
him by presenting him with special gifts.  He was delighted to receive letters from former Superiors 
who expressed appreciations for  the faithful service Conrad had given to St. Mary’s  .  Conred is an 
example of the “good and faithful servant”.  May he continue to serve St. Mary’s for many years. 

The weather had been so mild for the past months but it turned cold in February and the whole month 
was a time of severe cold weather.  The snow was needed for the soil.  We were particularly interested 
because we waited to see whether or not the roof would leak.  The roof had been repaired at a great 



deal of expense and trouble, but no one knew whether or not the leaks had been repaired.  When the 
snow melted we wound only one leak still to be repaired. 

We, as well as the rest of the people in the world, were shocked and grieved on February 10th to hear of 
the death of our Holy Father , Pius XI  Even the civil government  took notice of the passing of this 
great  Pope by hanging flags at half mast and by suspending official business.  Whole pages of the 
newspapers were devoted to the telling and the praise of his accomplishments.  Every one had to 
acknowledge that a great man had died, and we as Catholics, are justly proud of this man who was such 
a worthy Vicar of Christ on Earth R.I.P. 

In order to instill into the hearts of the children a love for the Missions, a bazaar was held in the school 
on February 21st.  Each high school class was assisted by a grade class in conducting an activity.  The 
whole scheme worked our beautifully.  The arrangements were well organized; the children behaved 
well; and the financial results were more than twice as large as last year.  The money was divided so 
that Monsignor McNamara was given $25.00 for the Missions for which the parish is responsible; 
$50.00 was sent   to dear Mother Alphonse in India. 

 March,1939 

The second day of March brought with it the news that Cardinal  Pacelli had been elected Bishop of 
Rome.  It was the first time in our history that we heard the voice from the Vatican proclaim the results 
of the election.  Even the shouts of the people  plainly heard and our joy and enthusiasm mingled with 
theirs.  We feel much nearer to the present Holy Father Pius XII because he has been in the United 
States.  What a marvelous instrument the radio is! 

As a special reward for their fine spirit the basketball players were sent to Lincoln to attend the 
tournament.  The boys reported a most enjoyable time up until the last few seconds  of the game.  At 
the last basket one of the players was seriously injured and had to be carried from the floor.  While we 
all felt sorry for the boy who was hurt, we were grateful that our boys were home safe and sound with 
us again. 

The visitation by a Provincial is always a matter of interest, but when that Provincial is making here 
first visitation, and when that Provincial is an alumna of the school—that is an event.  Dear Mother 
Erica arrived on March 16 and gave us a most inspiring and enlightening spiritual visit.  She outlined a 
constructive program of works to be undertaken and showed a keen interest in everything.  The 
members of the Alumnae Associations prepared a reception for Mother, and as a  surprise had  notified 
Mothers’ mother.  The dear old lady made the trip and was here to enjoy a short visit during the 
reception 

As a contribution for the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, the pupils of the grade school presented the 
operetta, “The Days of the Merry Dances.”  In order to make the stage setting more effective we 
purchased a cyclorama.  It was a great improvement, the chief attraction of the show was a donkey that 
switched his tail and stamped his feet just right.  The front and back were not always in harmony, but 
that made no difference.  The cyclorama and donkey made the show a big success. 

A convention was held in Chicago for the Catholic High School teachers of the Middle West on March 
29th.  The importance of caring for the non-college group of pupils was stressed, an also the need of 
adjusting our courses of study and our methods of teaching to the circumstances prevailing now.  A 
very forceful paper was read condemning the attendance of religious at non-Catholic universities.   Our 



professor was quoted.  He compared the Sisters to “black ants” running across the campus, and  asked 
why Sisters should come there for instruction, since the Catholic Church has the only reasonable 
system of education in the world.  No doubt the Sisters who are so eager to get degrees from secular 
colleges felt cheap, since even professors themselves admit the inferiority. 

April, 1939 

Sister Jolenta and Sister Antonella make their final visit to their mother during the first week of 
April.  Both Sisters visited with us and added by the joy of their presence to our Easter.  They help us 
to understand and appreciate our religious vocations more than ever. 

On the 13th of April the landscape gardener from Arlington began work on the park The lots west of the 
Academy were unused and Mother Erica had proposed that a park be made on these lots.  Many a heart 
twinge was felt as the old trees came out.  They had weathered many a storm and were land 
marks.  The men, assisted by several high school boys, worked steadily until the land was cleared. , 
ploughed and leveled.  Then the Marshall’s Nursery sent men who place the trees and shrubs according 
to the plan, and finally planted the grass! It is worthy of note that from the time the work started until 
the plants were all safe, the weather was perfect.  We took this as a sign of God’s blessing on the work 
we had undertaken in obedience to dear Mother Erica’s wishes. 

In connection with the park we had to put in a well.  A motor pump was the kind best suited to our 
needs, because it has power to pump the water from the well through the pipes which are under the 
ground round the edge of the park.  This water system is really the life of the park, because without it 
there could be no park.  The system has worked perfectly since it was put in.  The water is clear and 
cold and comes from a depth of 85 feet.  Even when the water supply in the city was low, our well had 
plenty of water.  Again we recognized the blessing God puts on obedience 

Sister Rolanda celebrated the Silver Jubilee of  her religious profession on April 14.  Most of the 
twenty-five years SisterRolanda has spent here at St. Mary’s.  She has been a faithful worker.  May 
God grant her many more years 

An  outstanding event of the school year was the participation of the students in the regional music 
contests.  The final one was held in Fullerton, Nebraska, and pupils were rated as Superior, Excellent, 
or Good. Two of our students, Alma Wallace and Catherine Finley, rated Superior; another Evelyn 
Mains rated Excellent; and a boy, Robert Perkins, rated Good.  We were all surprised at the great 
number of young people who took part and at the interest shown by them.  The conduct of all the 
students was very fine.  Encouraged by this success, a fund was gathered and the two girls who rated 
Excellent were sent to Colorado Springs to take part in the National contest.  One girl rated second and 
other rated third among eight thousand.  Each received a medal and at the close of the school, each girl 
received a gift form the Alumna Association.  It was the first time the school had entered into the 
contest.  We felt satisfied with the results.  It might have been quite different.  One of the girls fell 
down the stairs and jammed her instrument on the night before she was to play.. It would have been too 
bad to have made that trip to Colorado Springs and then not to take part in the contest.  It took quick 
thinking and efficient management on the part of  one of the chaperons to get the instrument repaired in 
time. 

The Alumnae Association and Alter Society sponsored a Benefit Bazaar for St. Mary’s on April 
25th.  The affair was well organized, a large crowd attended, and the sum allotted to St. Mary’s was 



over $200.00. This money was to be applied to the new stoker which had to be installed, and that 
amount, together with $400.00 donated by “Con”, was a big help in paying for the stoker. 

May 1929 

We opened May this year with Vocation Week activities.  A specially prepared program was given 
each afternoon.  At the close of the formal program, informal discussions were held.  The pupils 
conducted themselves  well, and although the immediate results are not yet apparent, the ultimate 
results must be good, because right principles of conduct were freely discussed and the 
repeated  hearing of the principles finally made an impression. 

On May 18th Joan Jackson, a Senior, was baptized.  On the following day she received her First 
Communion, and a few days later she was received into the Sodality.  Joan had been a Catholic at heart 
for a long time.  Her father would not let her be baptized until she was self-supporting She took the 
teachers examinations and was hired as a teacher here at the Academy.  As soon as all business 
arrangements  were completed, she was free to follow her desires and she lost no time in entering the 
Church.  Joan is a girl of fine principles and it is to be hoped she will be blessed with a religious 
vocation. 

Mr. George Shoemaker made a fine gift to us on May 24th.  We needed gravel for the walks in the 
park.  Mr. Shoemaker has pit of excellent blue gravel so he gave us all that were needed to make the 
walks first class.  It would have cost us much money and worry to get this gravel.  Mr. Shoemaker 
spared us all the trouble and did the work much better than  we could have had it done. 

When the first green fuzz of the grass appeared we used the park officially for the first time.  The 
occasion was the annual May procession.  The statue of our Blessed Mother was put in the place where 
we hope some day to have a permanent statue.  The students formed a long procession and gravel paths 
in the park made an ideal route to the statue of our Lady. 

We all felt deep joy in thus consecrating the park to our Lady and in our dreams for the future, we can 
see many a stately processions passing through the park, and many a heart being lifted to  God and our 
Lady.  May God make our dreams come true! 

June, 1939 

The class of 1939 was graduated on June 2nd.  Most of the boarders departed immediately and the 
house assumed the quiet of vacation. 

The number of vacation schools increased to three this summer.  Sister Fides and Sister Constance 
went to Ewing; Sister Beontine and Sister Aloysius taught at St. John’s in Clearwater; and Sister 
Jeanette and Sister Arthur opened a new school at Emmet.  The total enrollment was about 200 
children.  In each school the children were prepared for First Communion.  The Sisters  made great 
efforts to bring to the classes the best and most attractive material available.  Old Sister Norberta 
worked for months ahead preparing pictures and prizes to be given to the children, and the Sodality 
contributed its share to the cause, but nothing could take the place of the zeal of the self-sacrificing 
spirit of the Sisters.  The pastors of the schools wrote letters expressing thorough satisfaction and great 
praise of the work of the Sisters. May God bless their work and make it fruitful in the souls of the 
children. 



Through the great kindness of dear Mother Erica, Sister Dolores, Sister Radigund, and Sister Electa 
attended the summer School of Catholic Action in Denver.   The days spent there were days of real 
spiritual treat, full of inspiration and encouragement.  The subjects treated of were numerous, most 
practical, and timely, and the presentation of them was intellectual and ennobling.  Incidentally, the 
Sisters enjoyed a visit at Marycrest.  That in itself was worth a trip Denver. 

The task of educating the Sisters was continued by sending Sister Nides and Sister Aloysius to 
Creighton University, and Sister Constance to St. Mary’s College, Leavenworth, for music.  The report 
cards show that the Sisters worked hard in spite of the intense heat.  Each received high grades.  May 
Gold bless all the work undertaken for His honor and glory. 

Our annual retreat was given by Father Heavey, S.J. of Marquette University.  Father Heavey is a 
spiritual man who believes in serving God generously.  Faith and generosity were the keynotes of his 
very fine meditations and conferences.  During the retreat we had ordered ice cream as a treat for the 
Sisters.  Strangely enough, although it was ordered twice, did not want us to have ice cream just at that 
time.  We obtained it later with no difficulty. 

July, 1939 

At the close of retreat we opened classes in high school subjects for those Sisters who have not yet 
completed their work.  Both the Sisters-students and their teachers showed great zeal and interest in the 
work.  The weather was quite hot some days but the work was not stopped, and at the end of the 
session the results of the examinations proved that the Sisters had made good use of their time.  They 
had even lost a little of their fear of public speaking. 

An amusing episode of the summer was the formation of the “Blue and Gray Nuns”.  The title arose 
from the color of the aprons the Sisters wore.  As usual in all convents, there was much cleaning to be 
done in St. Mary’s this summer.  We had boys and men to do the hardest work, but there are fine things 
that only a lady can do right, and so each Sister donned her apron, blue or gray, and with a splendid 
spirit of generosity and cooperation, put the finishing touches on woodwork, curtains, furniture and 
beds.  Of course, there were “parties” for Blue and Gray which lightened the work and spread good 
cheer, and it was not long until we were all proud of the appearance of the buildings. 

The inevitable changes among the Sisters began in July.  Dear Sister Alexander went to Alliance to the 
hospital for examination before having her eyes treated.  She was replaced by Sister Edward.  Sister 
Bertolfa and Sister Natalie left us on July 10 to go back to Holy Rosary Mission.    Sister Juvantia and 
Sister George had to spend sometime in the hospital in Alliance, and with the excellent care of our 
good Sisters there, they both returned in good health.  Sister Andrea came to us on July 14th; Sister 
Cornelia arrived on August 4th; Sister Clementine and Sister Eleanor, Sister Gertrude, and Sister 
Aloysius were transferred to the East to be located in their proper province.   Sister Norberta who has 
had poor health for many years was taken to St. Joseph’s Hospital, Alliance.  To each good Sister who 
left us we wish God’s blessing.  Sister Brigid, Sister Mildred and Sister Elegia are the new members of 
our community and we bid them a hearty welcome.  May God help us all, East, West, and Middle 
West, to do His Holy will and to advance in virtue. 

Mr. Conrad Lohr made two noteworthy donations to St. Mary’s this summer.  One was a gift of 
$400.00 towards a new stoker and the other was a new Skel Gas Stove for the kitchen.  It is likely that 
neither of these purchases would have been made were it not for the generosity of our “Con”.  Con has 
talked of retiring for a long time.  He is growing old and he has worked faithfully for St. Mary’s for 



over 25 years.  He will probably make his home here since he knows no other, and we shall be glad to 
care for him as long as he lives. 

On July 23rd Sister Catherine Metzger celebrated her Golden Jubilee.  It was a beautiful day.  Although 
Sister Catherine is weak with age, she was able to enjoy the day.  We had teased her a great deal before 
the day about “the golden slippers” so was made that the theme of the celebration.  We had golden 
slippers-place-cards in the refectory, and we sang a parody to the melody of “Them Golden 
Slippers”.  Sister Catherine has seen many changes in O’Neill and in St. Mary’s during her forty years 
here and she can tell many a stories of the unwritten history.  It was most edifying to all of us to know 
that she did not keep one of her Jubilee gifts.  She gave her Mass stipends to the suffering souls, and 
then went quietly back to her work “down stairs”, tending the milk and the butter.  It is remarkable that 
at her age she is so active.  She takes a loving interest in all and walks slowly around to see the 
progress of the work that is being done.  Her milk cellar and her butter cases are spotless.  She rises 
every morning with the community and attends all the community exercises; she is with us in the 
refectory and makes no exceptions.  When evening comes she is glad to go to her “nye-low” as she 
calls it and as she passes the chapel door she always turns for a Good-night greeting to our Lord. 

August, 1939 

One of the 1939 graduates, Ruth Taylor, spent a few days with us in order to get her ward-
robe ready for entrance into the novitiate in Marycrest.  We are happy to have a postulant to send to our 
new Motherhouse, and we hope and pray that God will give us many more girls with true vocations. 

There have been many applications from people who wish to send their children to our school this 
September.  We have worked hard to make the necessary repairs and improvements and we are trusting 
that God will bless our school with a large crowd of good children.  The hot weather and the 
grasshoppers damaged the crops in some places.  These facts have a direct bearing upon our enrollment 
and therefore we are keenly interested. 

In an impressive ceremony Sister Marina renewed her vows on August 15th in our chapel.  Sister 
Marina is a St. Mary’s girl, so she was delighted to have the chance to renew her vows here in her own 
school.  Several young ladies sang the Benediction hymns and felt honored to be asked to do so.  Many 
thoughts arise in many hearts on such occasions.  May God be praised for His great goodness to us all! 

September, 1939 

On the first day of September our first boarder arrived and within a few days the other boarders and the 
day pupils had all registered and were ready to begin classes on September 7.  The number of boarders 
increased to sixty-four within the first week. 

Ruth Taylor, who had been preparing to go to Denver, left on September 7, to enter the novitiate at 
Marycrest.  Francis Price, after spending the summer at St. Mary’s left also on September 7 to continue 
his studies in the seminary at Webster Grove, MO. 

Since the departure of Sr. Clementine for the East, we had been without a Second Assistant.  On 
September 10, word was received from Denver that Sister Radigund had been appointed to this 
position.  Everyone was glad and as soon as our places were adjusted, we settled into regular convent 
routine. 



The plaster on the corridor ceilings was so bad that it was necessary to replace it with steel 
ceilings.  The work was begun just before school opened but was not completed until near Christmas 
time 

A telegram on the evening of September 16 brought us the glad news that Mother Erica was coming on 
a quick business trip.  We made arrangements to meet her at Grand Island and she arrived at St. Mary’s 
about 9:30 on the morning of the 19th and then left for Holy Rosary Mission to continue her business 
affairs.  We thoroughly enjoyed her short, quick visit. 

Two courses were resumed in our school program this year.  Mrs. Kubitschek was engaged to take the 
classes in Physical Education and in Dramatics.   There has been a large enrollment in both courses, 
and keen interest has been shown. 

The weather during September was favorable for work.  We had to have the buildings heated on 
several days.  Later in the month the weather was cloudy and dusty.  This condition brought on the 
usual head colds among the Sisters and children. 

October, 1939 

On the feast of St. Francis the boarders sang the Mass very well.  We were especially pleased that the 
whole service was carried on in correct liturgical manner.  The Gothic vestments add to the beauty of 
the services at the altar. 

Early in October Father Ostdiek arrived to inspect our school.  Father came early in the morning and 
spent the day visiting the class rooms .He had several valuable criticisms to offer at the end of the day, 
and expressed his satisfaction with the conditions he found in the school.  He discussed the particular 
problems of Nebraska schools and advised us to attend the Teachers’ Conventions if possible. 

We had a very unpleasant experience while on a trip to Grand Island to meet Sister Dolores on her 
return trip from Denver.  Soon after we started, the rain began to fall and a thick fog formed.  It was 
impossible to see the road ahead   and almost impossible to keep the car on the road.  At one bad place 
the car skidded and it was doubtful for a few seconds whether Basil Price, the driver, would be able to 
avoid a bad accident.  Needless to say, as soon as all were safe at home again, another way was found 
for getting Sister Dolores to and from Denver. 

During the month an electric presser was purchased for the laundry.  Sr. Arnulfa has always done the 
veiling by hand and she has done it well.  But Sister is getting old, so the presser was purchased and it 
is a great help to her in taking care of the veiling. 

Many people came to the Academy to purchase religious articles.  There is no place near that handles 
these articles, so we decided to buy a display show-case and put it into the parlor.  The case paid for 
itself in a short time and the customers are glad to have a source of supply near at hand.  Incidentally, 
we have sold a quantity of needle work at a neat profit to ourselves. 

An Institute for the Grade School teachers was held on Friday, October 20th.  The children were 
dismissed from classes so that the teachers might attend the lectures.  The speakers were fine, 
enthusiastic men and women.  They gave practical demonstrations and devices for teaching; they 
seemed to speak from experience.  Each Sister who attended felt that she had derived much benefit 
from the   lectures, and that fresh interest had been infused into the work. Our pupils furnished part of 
the entertainment for the teachers. 



During the week of October twenty-second, the High School teachers attended the State Teachers’ 
Convention in Norfolk and in Omaha.  The high school classes were dismissed and the boarders were 
allowed to go home during the days of the convention.  These days were days of inspiration.  Each 
teacher attended the lecture in which she was especially interested, and at a general meeting of our own 
after the convention each Sister gave a report of her impressions.  Each Sister felt that is had been a 
valuable experience because she had met other teachers; she had heard new ideas discussed; and she 
had a chance to compare her work with the work of others.  The officials at the convention were most 
courteous. 

In order to thank Mr. Frolich for the gift of the band instruments, it was decided to give a public 
demonstration of band music in his honor.  At the same time we wished to give our Dramatic class a 
chance to perform, so we united the two projects and gave an entertainment the night of October 
29th.  We urged the sale of tickets by using a “football” contest idea.  It worked so well that each class 
succeeded in making a “touchdown”.  The whole affair achieved its purpose which was to thank Mr. 
Frolich and to give the pupils experience in public performance.  Artistically, the entertainment was not 
so good. 

This year an accident occurred.  One of the cars struck a soft place in the road and was completely 
wrecked.  The girls were badly shaken and scared, but not one was hurt. 

November, 1939 

The men of the town took up the annual coal collection and presented us with a goodly sum of money 
on November first.  We are most grateful to the good people of O’Neill for this splendid way of 
showing appreciation. God bless them. 

It was decided in the school plan for the year, that each class should have an assembly.  The project 
was to be taken from the school and was to be a demonstration of it.  Sister George had the first one on 
November 3rd.  It was based on her character training idea and it was presented in an attractive, 
interesting manner.  The pupils conducted themselves very well.  The next assembly was given by 
Sister Electa’s Fourth Year English Class.  It was a mock trial, most amusing and entertaining.  The 
judges took the matter quite seriously.  Everyone felt that the pupils had learned a great deal about 
public speaking, arguments and parliamentary law through participation in the assembly. 

A great improvement was made in the appearance of the class rooms by the removal of the old gas 
fixtures and the installation of indirect lighting fixtures.  We had waited a long time for this change and 
when it came we enjoyed it thoroughly. 

We were delighted on the morning of   November 14th to hear the boarders pray the Mass prayers from 
their missals.  We had all hoped that this could be done and with the purchase of booklets for only five 
cents, it was possible for every child to assist at Holy Mass by reciting the Mass prayers.  We feel that 
this training will carry over into their lives beyond school days and that it will be a real benefit to them. 

At the suggestion of dear Mother Erica, we began to keep silence during the afternoon recreation 
period on Fridays.  We are all glad to do this little penance and to offer it as a petition to our dear Lord 
that He may stop the war in Europe and avert it from our own dear country. 

December, 1939 



As usual on the Feast of St. Cecilia, the music department presented a recital which was very well 
done.  The large audience was most attentive; the children behaved beautifully and performed their 
musical selections in a manner that reflected credit upon themselves and upon the school.  The children 
showed the training that had been given them, and one could see that the recital had been well practiced 
and intelligently managed. 

On the First Friday of December, we had the great joy of adoration all day.  This privilege had been 
ours for years and then for a while it was discontinued.  Now, the great grace had been restored to us 
and we shall do all in our power to honor our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and to show our gratitude 
for this extraordinary favor. 

Sister Alexia’s turn to give an assembly came on December 5th.  She chose as her topic “The 
Constitution” and arranged a socialized recitation.  The assembly was well conducted.  The pupils 
handled the subject in an interesting, intelligent manner, and they must have learned a great deal about 
the Constitution while preparing the assembly. 

Sister Arthur’s assembly which featured young people in Bookland was very cleverly presented by the 
pupils of the fifth and sixth grades.  Prominent characters from juvenile literature animated the scene 
with grace and charm that enticed the rather indolent modern youth to friendship.  None were timid in 
claiming their rights and Pinocchio and Topsy won the admiration of both students and faculty. 

Sister Mildred selected a Health Program for the assembly presentation with her little second graders, 
and they in their quaint little manner lectured on good health rules with wisdom and grace. 

Mrs. Kubitchek, the directress of physical education aroused the enthusiasm and school sprit by 
implementing a basketball game between the freshmen and sophomore girls.  The sophomores won the 
day, but not because the freshmen lacked enthusiasm. 

Sister Beontine presented Great Men born in February.  Sister worked very hard with the result that the 
class neatly and properly costumed, very creditably introduced us to Lincoln, Washington, Holmes, etc. 
all of whom we enjoyed very much. 

St. Nicholas was good to us.    The day was spoiled somewhat by the illness of our Mother who was 
sick on that day and on her name day.  However, we made up for the celebration later.  The display of 
needle work was especially fine and most practical, because the pieces were labeled and packed 
immediately for the benefactors. 

The reception into the Sodality is always as impressive affair.  This year there were forty boys and girls 
admitted.  Father Parr made this ceremony solemn by his decent and excellent sermon.  After the 
services a light lunch was served to the students. 

Sister Rolanda left us on December 11th for Holy Rosary Mission to take charge of the Sister’s kitchen 
there.  Sister had worked in St. Mary’s for a period of twenty-three years which means most of her 
religious life.  We all wish her God’s blessings and much happiness in her new home. 

For some time there were questions of our boys having the privilege of using the new public school 
gym for practice and for games.  A plan was finally arranged whereby our boy’s were to use the gym 
both for practice and for games.  On December 13th, our boys played the first game in the new gym and 
succeeded in beating the Butte, Nebraska team.  After the game the boys came back to the Academy 
for the usual lunch. 



The Christmas entertainment was made beautiful by a torch light procession of children singing the 
“Adesto” to the band accompaniment.  The children entered the darkened hall and marched to their 
places on bleachers near the stage.  The two one-act plays, “Christmas at Casey’s” and “Christopher’s 
Candle” were quite well acted.  The singing especially of the soloists was fine. 

Classes closed for the Christmas vacation on Wednesday, December 20th.  Monsignor McNamera, 
Father Parr and several of the Sisters were invited to the senior classroom to listen to the singing of the 
carols and to participate in the distribution of gifts.  A happy Christmas spirit was in evidence 
everywhere in the school.  The classrooms had been prettily decorated beforehand.  The gift of the 
children to the school was a radio for each classroom.  The radios had been installed and were ready for 
use on this closing afternoon.  The pupils presented their teachers with personal gifts and also gave 
each other lovely presents.  The house was quiet. 

The basketball team added another victory to their list and another trophy to the school by winning the 
tournament at Spalding.  On this occasion the appearance of the team was improved by the new red 
sweat suits.  The boys have done very well so far this season and made a fine close to the year of 1939. 

Christmas brought us a beautiful snow, just perfect for the day.  We had two Holy Masses in our 
chapel.  Donations of flowers, money, food and sweets gave us many reasons for thanking our Lord on 
His Birthday.  The friends of the Academy were very good to us.  The six o’clock Mass in the parish 
church was so crowded that many had to wait until the next Mass in order to receive Holy 
Communion.  The Ciborium was not large enough to contain the Hosts for so many.  That is the first 
time in the history of the parish that so many received.  It was estimated that over nine hundred fifty 
received Holy Communion on Christmas day. 

Holy Innocents found us ready to celebrate in fine style.  The fun started at breakfast and continued 
until bedtime, one thing after another, always something different with plenty of laughter.  We really 
had a very god time and not much work. 

On the last day of the year, we had retreat and the Blessed Sacrament was exposed from ten to four-
thirty.  We are most grateful to God for the blessings and graces He so lovingly has given us this 
year.  He has preserved us from evil; He has provided for all our needs. May His Holy Name be praised 
and may we spend the next year in serving Him with ever greater and purer love. 

A. H. D.S. 

 
	  


