
From sports to dance, from academics to speech, Cardinal Pride has been shining bright in 2017!   We are so 

proud of our students and their many accomplishments!   St. Mary’s Girls Basketball Team was the D2 

District Champions, and took 3rd place in the state!   We took three wrestlers to state, Cole Rosenkrans, 

Jared Atkeson, & Will Atkeson, and  Jared came home with 3rd place in his weight class, and Will with 6th 

place in his weight class.  Our speech team had 2 state qualifiers, Vera & Kevin Butterfield.  Vera, who is a 

freshman, got 2nd place in Serious Prose her first year of speech competition!  St. Mary’s Dance Team 

placed 5th at their competition in Grand Island.  Grant Winkelbauer, 8th grader, finished 6th at the 

Nebraska state geography bee at the end of March. Only 100 students qualified for the state geography bee 

by first winning their own school bee and then by scoring the highest on an world geography exam. Grant 

went 9 for 9 answering questions in the first round of competition which qualified him for the finals where he 

was guaranteed a top ten finish. Grant has qualified for the state bee four years in a row but this was his first 

top ten finish.  St Mary's student brought home the 1st place trophy from the NECC Scholastic Contest on 

Wednesday, March 22.  This was 1st out of 30 schools in the Class D Division.  St. Mary’s 7th & 8th Grade 

Boys Basketball took first place in the O’Neill Booster Tournament in February.   
 

There is so much going on at St. Mary’s, and we thank you for your support and encouragement of our 

students in so many ways. One very tangible way has been the enormous amount of scholarships & grants 

that were donated for our St. Mary’s students for the 2017-2018 school year.  We were given nearly $30,000 

as gifts to help our students with their tuition costs, whether that is through scholarships that were earned 

by their academic achievements or through the confidential grant program that ensures that no child will be 

denied a Catholic education at St. Mary’s due to financial hardship.  We are grateful for all that our alumni 

do in support of our schools, with an extra special thanks for this very tangible way you are making a 

difference in our family’s lives.  

Vera 

Butterfield, 

freshman, 

placed 2nd 

in State 

Speech in 

Serious 

Prose.  
St. Mary’s Varsity Girls Basketball Team were the Class D2 
District Champions this year, as well as the 3rd place team in 
State D2 Basketball.  Way to go Lady Cards! 

St. Mary’s Dance Team placed 5th at their 

competition in Grand Island. Members 

(pictured left to right) are Betsy Crumly, 

Claire Everitt, Karissa Nichols, Abby Everitt, 

Hailey Eiler, & Brianna Bauer.  

State Wrestling 

Qualifiers Jared 

Atkeson, Will 

Atkeson, & Cole 

Rosenkrans.  

St. Mary’s 7th & 8th Grade Boys 

Basketball took first place in the O’Neill 

Booster Tournament in February.   

Grant Winkelbauer,  
8th grader, finished 6th 
at the Nebraska state 
geography bee.  

NECC Scholastic Contest  St. Mary’s team brought 

home 1st place out of 30 schools in Class D Division. 
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Mission Statement 
St. Mary’s Catholic School is 
committed to forming 
students in the image and 
likeness of Jesus Christ, 
through the hands of Mary, 
fostering the formation of the 
whole person, body, mind and 
soul. 

  

Uniting learning with Faith in 
God, and our Faith in God with 
daily life, we joyfully proclaim, 
“May My Soul Magnify the 
Lord!” 
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out the on-line form at 
www.stpatoneill.org under the 
Alumni Tab  or call the Parish 
Office at 402-336-1602.   
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Dear St. Mary’s Catholic School Alumni, Benefactors and Friends,  

 

As this edition of “The Spirit Newsletter” goes to print and mailing we here at St. Mary’s are 
gearing up for the end of our 117th academic year and by the time many of you have received 
this newsletter, the number of St. Mary’s Alumni will have grown by 13 new members as we 
celebrate our 114th graduation Mass and Commencement on Sunday, May 14th. There are very 
few Catholic Schools in the state of Nebraska who are able to claim the continuity and the 
history that is ours. 

 

I know that if it weren’t for the continued support of you, our alumni, benefactors and 
friends, that we could not claim the history that we do. The ongoing generosity of so many of 
you year in and year out, along with our dedicated faculty and staff, and of course the 
support of all those families who entrust us with education of their children, are in fact what 
does keep us looking forward to many more successful years. 

 

I am extremely grateful to all of you who support our work and our mission through your 
financial gifts toward our current projects, as well as those who help in providing scholarship 
and grant opportunities for academic success as well as to students with legitimate needs, as 
well as those in our local area who continually volunteer their time and talent to keep us 
moving forward. There are always many projects “to be done” and without our volunteers we 
couldn’t accomplish much of what we do each year. Thank you! I hope that you will continue 
to partner with us so that we can for many years to come continue to celebrate our history, 
and prepare a lasting legacy for future generations. 

 

I continue to pray for all of our alumni, benefactors and friends each day, and remember all 
of you and your intentions at my daily Mass. I hope that you will pray for me and for all of us 
here at St. Mary’s Catholic Schools of O’Neill. 

 

Ad Multos Annos! 
Fr. Bernard Starman, President 

Spring time at a school is always a bitter-sweet 
time. There are teachers wishing to move on 

from their current position and fresh new faces stepping into their roles. This year is 
no different. We have three teachers resigning from their position and moving on to new 
roles. Mrs. Stephanie Trimble is resigning from her position as the K-12 Music Instructor at 
St. Mary’s. Steph has been at St. Mary’s for 5 years. She is moving to Rawlins, WY to teach 
Instrumental Music. Mrs. Denise Couch is resigning from her position as the Spanish teacher 
at St. Mary’s. Denise has 3 years of experience at St. Mary’s. She was blessed with her 2nd 
child this spring and has not decided her plans for the fall. Ms. Vitoria Wiese is resigning from 
her position as the Youth Minister at St. Patricks and 7th/8th grade Theology teacher at St. 
Mary’s. Vitoria has worked for St. Patrick’s and St. Mary’s for the past 2 years. She will be 
continuing her studies towards a masters degree. I would like to thank all of the resigning 
teachers for their hard work and dedication to St. Mary’s School and St. Patrick’s Parish. You 
will all be missed! 
 

Spring time is also a bitter-sweet time because we have students that have been a big part of 
the school up to 13 years moving on to bigger and better things. I would like to congratulate 
the graduating class of 2017. Over their years at St. Mary’s, they were able to accomplish 
some pretty incredible things. On the academic side of things, this year’s class had an 
average ACT score of 26.1.  According to our records, this is the highest average ACT score 
that a graduating class has ever had. So far they have been offered over $1,900,000 in 
scholarships to continue their education.  This comes down to an average offering of over 
$145,000 per student! Of that $1.9 million, the 13 graduates have accepted more than 
$666,400 in scholarships. On the athletic side of things, our Seniors have earned 7 state 
trophies to be put into the trophy case in their four years at St. Mary’s. There have also been 
numerous other awards given to our athletes at the state level as well. This has been a very 
gifted class both in the classroom as well as on the playing field. Congratulations to the Class 
of 2017! 

 

In closing, I would like to thank all of the Alumni of St. Mary’s school for their continued 
support of our school and the mission we pursue! Without your generosity, we would not be 
able to accomplish everything that we do. Have a great summer! 

 

Mr. Cody Havranek, PK-12 Principal  



Snowball Dance Back Row (left to right): Abby Everitt 

(Freshman attendant), Decemberlyn Kilcoin (sophomore 
attendant), Mariah Fahrenholz (junior attendant) , Hailey Eiler 
(senior attendant) , Kendra Kozisek (Queen), Jack Reiman 
(King), Will Atkeson (senior attendant) , Bailey Meyer (junior 
attendant), Zach Crumly (sophomore attendant), Ethan 
Shoemaker (freshman attendant Front Row (left to right): 
Crownbearers Max, Kinsley, Mallory & Drake Berg 

 

 

Prom Royalty Back Row (l to r) Prince River Kramer, King Jake 

Crumly, Queen Hailey Eiler, and Princess Breanna Hedstrom.  

Crownbearers (front row, l to r) are Memphis Brabec, Tyson 

Becker, Laney Drueke, and Tatum Ickes.  

St. Mary’s 5th & 6th 

Graders presented 

the Passion Play 

during Holy Week.  

Their presentations 

included two on 

Wednesday of Holy 

Week, and again on 

Good Friday.  Their 

moving performance 

was deeply touching & an important part of our Holy Week at 

St. Mary’s & St. Patrick’s.   

Catholic Schools Week was the last 

week in January, and what a great 

week it was. A couple of the 

highlights included a balloon rosary 

lift-off and a “pep-rally for Jesus” 

with Danny Leger.  Dress up days 

were held each day, with one of the 

favorites being “future career” day.  

As you can see below, even the teachers got into it! 

l to r clockwise Athletes of the Year 

Taylor Colman & Will Atkeson; Andrew 

Thompson, senior & Jack Krotter, 

sophomore, wait to go in the game; Josh 

Cuddy, senior, goes for the basket; 

Jared Atkeson, junior, takes down his 

opponent; O’Neill/St. Mary’s Golf Team—

Jared Peed, Bryce Heiser, Josh Cuddy (senior), 

Cole Gaughenbaugh (sophomore), Pete 

Blumenstock (sophomore); Abby Hedstrom

(sophomore) has the ball; Logan Connot

(senior) prepares for the free-throw; 

Taylor Colman,senior, takes a shot; Jadyn 

Eby, 8th grade, 1st place in her division in 

KC State Freethrow Contest. 

(Above) Teachers got in on the fun with ‘dress for your future 

career’ day.  Pictured l to r, Marlene Zurovsi, Stephanie Trimble, 

Margaret Fuscher, Mary Novak, Brenda Hupp, ‘02 Sara (Kelly) 

Cole, Nancy Berg, ‘71 Carol (Dugan) Fuhrer, Candi Schindler, Sue 

Hurley, Carole Willis.  D
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Catholic Schools Week  

Passion Play  

Cardinal Athletics 



Salutatorian 
Joshua Cuddy 

Parents: ‘83 Gary & ‘84 Stephanie (Shaw) Cuddy 
Plans to attend UNL in Pre-Medicine with a 

major in biology 

Valedictorian 
Zachary Wiese 

Parents: Roger & ‘87 Regina (Mudloff) Wiese 
Plans to attend US Air Force Academy, 

majoring in engineering 

Commit to the Lord 
in whatever you do, 

and your plans 
will succeed. 

-Proverbs 16:3 

Even if you’re on the right track,  
you’ll still get run over 

if you just sit there.   
- Anonymous 



William Atkeson 

Parents: Robert & ‘84 Paula 
(Boyle) Atkeson 

Plans to attend Northeast 
Community College, studying 

Industrial Technology Education 

Hattie Blumenstock 

Parents: Bradley & Georgia Blumenstock 
Plans to attend UNL,  

majoring in Speech Pathology 

Taylor Colman 

Parents: Chad & ‘94 Sandi (Moss)Colman 
Plans to attend Wayne State College, 

Majoring in elementary education 

Logan Connot 

Parents: Gary & Cathy Connot 
Plans to attend Northeast Community 
College to study business/finance and  
then transfer to Wayne State College 

Jacob Crumly 

Parents: Ryan & ‘93 Ann (Boyle) Crumly 
Plans to attend UNL, majoring in 
Animal Science or Agribusiness 

Hailey Eiler 

Parents: Tony & ‘91 Angie  
(Kallhoff) Allen 

Plans to attend UNL, 
majoring in Nursing 

Breanna Hedstrom 

Parents: Jim & Lisa Hedstrom 
Plans to attend Dakota Wesleyan 
in Mitchell, SD, play basketball, 

and major in nursing 

Kendra Kozisek 

Parents: Chris & Jozette Kozisek 
Plans to attend 

Morningside College, 
play softball, 

and major in biology  
Marian Award Winner 

River Kramer 

Parents: Kyle & Susie Kramer 
Plans to attend UNL with a major 

in mathematics 
Marian Award Winner 

Jack Reiman 

Parents: Lawrence & Jane Reiman 
Plans to attend Southeast Community College & 
study land-surveying and pre-civil engineering 

Andrew Thompson 

Parents: Shad & ‘95 Tricia (Fuhrer) 
Thompson 

Plans to attend Northeast Community 
College in Norfolk, 

studying electrical construction 



'08 Amy Tomjack married Kevin Slattery on August 27, 2016 at the Cathedral of the Risen 

Christ in Lincoln, NE. Amy works as a compounding pharmacist and Kevin is a CPA. They 

make their home in Lincoln.  
 

'10 Joshua Tomjack married Stephanie Ross on September 24, 2016 at St. Leo's Catholic Church in Grand Island, 

NE. Josh is an engineer with John Deere in Silvis, IL and Stephanie works in the accounting department at a 

construction company. They make their home in Bettendorf, IA.  

‘48 Mary “Alice”  (Biglin) Earley  died Sunday, Oct. 23, 2016.  She was a teacher’s aide in the 

physical education department at St. Mary’s Grade School for 10 years.  Alice was a wonderful 

wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She laughed easy and loved hard. She 

would drop whatever she was doing to help you.  Alice is survived by her three children ‘69 

Tom (‘72 Vicki Holz) Earley, ‘69 Cathy (‘66 Gordon) Givens, and ‘71 Barbara (Daniel) Petersen, 

eight grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by 

her parents; her husband ‘44 Jim in 2014; and her five siblings ‘34 Robert Biglin, ‘36 Betty Curtis, ‘39 Jean 

Zastrow, ‘46 Joe Biglin and ‘41 Concy French. 

 

‘43 Gertrude “Nan” Sullivan McGill passed away on March 9th, 2016. She was kind, very gentle, and greatly 

loved by all. She was preceded in death by her husband, John L. Big John�McGill; brother, ‘45 Raymond Sullivan; 

sister, ‘48 Peggy Jansen, and is survived by her 4 children, Joan Malouf, Maureen Morrison, Jack McGill, and Jeff 

McGill (Melissa), ten grandchildren, and her brother, ‘53 Gene Sullivan (Hilda).   

Norm Hale, former principal at St. Mary’s Catholic Schools, died April 5, 2017, as a result of a car accident.  He 

was most recently principal at St. Patrick’s Catholic Elementary School in Omaha, and was set to become 

president of Norfolk Catholic Schools beginning this summer.  Norm was very involved in Catholic education & 

deeply dedicated to working with students and teachers.  

‘09 Zach & Kelsey Sibbel welcomed home Kort Delbert Sibbel on May 30, 2016.   

‘06 Liz (Willis) & Lance Koenig of Hartford, South Dakota, brought home daughter Hattie 

Pearl on July 25, 2016.  She joined her brother Liam.   

‘97 Brad & Renee Timmerman welcomed home baby girl, Emma June, or October 11th, 2016.  

‘03 Matt & Rosemary Willis brought home baby boy, Peter Matthew on September 22, 2016.  He joined his sister 

Lydia at home in Papillion, Nebraska.  

‘01 Anne (Willis) & Ty Tucker are living in Gretna, Nebraska, and welcomed home daughter Olivia Eloise on 

September 24, 2016.  She joins siblings, Mya, Adalyn, Wesley, & Amelia.  

‘09 Matt & Brittany (Petersen) Boyle brought home their first child, Tucker Edward Boyle, December 21, 2016.  

They currently live in Creighton, Nebraska.  

‘07 Tony & Anna Novak welcomed home baby boy, Mason Joseph, on January 23, 2017.   

‘99 Eric & ‘08 Leah (Reiman) Chohon brought home baby boy Trake Alan on January 27, 2017.  He joins his big 

brother, Rook.  ‘76 Gene & Ellen Chohon & Lawrence & Jane Reiman are the lucky grandparents.  

‘04 Gina (Hoesing) & Adam Torpin welcomed home baby boy Campbell Lawrence on March 28, 2017. 

 

       ‘15 Molly Atkeson, Associate of Arts Degree, Northeast Community College 

   ‘13 Aaron Ohri, Bachelor of Science Criminal Justice, University of Nebraska at Kearney 

              ‘14 Cheyenne Rosenkrans, Associate of Science Degree 

                                 ‘15 Bridget Schneider, Associate of Arts Degree 

   ‘15 Adam Soukup Associate of Applied Science Degree in Agriculture-Agronomy 

   ‘12 Sarah Vandersnick, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Physical Therapist Assistant 

   ‘15 Mackenzie Wecker, Associate of Science Degree 

   ‘15 Drew Young, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Automotive Technology 



‘77 Carmen Carreno is thriving as an artist in Ecuador with her art on display around the world.  Carmen was an 

exchange student that school year.  
 

‘88 Michaela Gallagher is a nurse living in Minnesota, and married to Leo Pearce. They have  two kids, Cormac & 

Elena.   She gets to O’Neill a couple of times a year to visit her father, Jim.   
 

WRA Athlete ‘14 Riley Sibbel and the Concordia College women's basketball team made the NAIA Division II 

National Tournament Final Four! Congratulations on a great season.  

The O’Neill Alumni Basketball/Volleyball Tournament was held 

March 31-April 2 and a good turnout saw former Eagles and 

Cardinals compete for the championship.  
 

Congratulations to Womens 

Basketball Champs – St. Mary’s 

2015-16 Team – (l to r)front row 

– Riley Sibbel, Brooke Bauer, 

Jessi Simons, Mackenzie Wecker 

Back row – Sydney Hupp, Emily 

Pongratz, Kaylee Harvey, and 

Tracy Chvala.  
 

Congratulations as well to Men’s Basketball Champs—St. Mary’s 2011-

12 Team (l to r) front row – Nathan Wabs, Tyler Timmerman, 

Dave Shields, Ryan Podany Back row – Beau Schueth, Blake 

Bauer, Kyle Eby, Dillion Jakubowski, and  Tait Sibbel.  

Annual Alumni Weekend June 23-24 
It’s not too late!  You can still join us for the annual alumni weekend!  On Friday, June 23, you’re invited to a 

wine & cheese social in the St. Mary’s High School commons from 6 to 8 pm. On Saturday, June 24, golfing is 

available through the O’Neill Gold Club from 9 am to 12 pm (call 336-1676 for arrangements). Alumni Mass will be 

held at 5 pm at St. Patrick’s, followed by Honor Class Pictures on the church steps for the Classes of 2007, 1992, & 

1967.  A social will be held at 6 pm in the St. Mary’s Commons, and the school will be open for you to take a “trip 

down memory lane.”  The banquet begins at 6:45 pm in the Parish Hall, downstairs in St. Mary’s High School. 

Please return the Reservation form for the banquet before June 19th, or call Peg Gray with questions at 402-336-

2722. 

Name & Guest Name ________________________________________    Year graduated: ______ 

Address: ________________________________  City,State________________Zipcode:_________ 

Phone Number: __________________________ Email address: _____________________________ 

Alumni Banquet tickets are $25/each.  Please reserve by June 19th.   

 Please reserve  _____  tickets at $25/each             Total enclosed:  _____  

Checks should be made to St. Mary’s Alumni Association.  Return registration form and check to:  

St. Mary’s Alumni Association, c/o Peg Gray, PO Box 12, O’Neill, NE 68763.  



St. Mary’s Development 

 In memory of ‘64 Mick Gallagher 

 In memory of Velma Micanek 

 James Leadabrand, coin collection  

 ‘84 Kathleen (Cavanaugh) Artz 

 ‘74 Tom & Carmen McKenny 

 ‘62 Pat (McKenzie) Drueke 

 Leo O’Malley 

 In memory of Norman Hale 

 John & Donna Kruse 

St. Mary’s Athletics 

 In memory of Leo Laible 

 In memory of ‘90 Kami Sholes 

 Kevin & Jodi Loecker 

St. Mary’s Playground 

 In memory of ‘90 Kami Sholes 

 In memory of Patti Swanson 

 ‘62 Pat (McKenzie) Drueke 

 ‘65 Vera (Thomson) Pietramale 

 Catholic Daughters of America, Court 

697 

 ‘44 Dorothy Johnson estate 

 ‘58 Tom Donohoe 

 In memory of ‘42 Hazel Iler 

Kubitschek 

12 x 12 Program 

 ‘86 Chad & Jane Reynoldson 

 ‘88 Kris (Schneider) & John Harvey 

 ‘88 Greg & Karla Herley 

 Leigh Mueller 

 ’88 RF & Tammi Buche 

 ‘89 Kim (Gokie) Schroll 

 ‘65 Frank Kamphaus 

St. Mary’s Foundation 

 In memory of ‘64 Mick Gallagher 

 Richard Jacoby estate 

St. Mary’s Scholarships & Grants 

 In memory of ‘45 Francis W. Frost 

 ‘60 Fred & Elaine Snowardt 

 In memory of Margaret Sparks Lavey 

 In memory of Bob Bowers, husband 

of ‘60 Betty (Schneider) Bowers 

 In memory of George Ramold, 

husband of ‘52 Elaine (Boyle) 

Ramold, given by Marie Ramold 

family 

 In memory of Tom Drueke (late 

husband of ’62 Pat (McKenzie) 

Drueke) & ‘78 Judy McKenzie Colfack 

 ‘48 Edward & ‘54 Bette (Mahony) 

Boyle 

 In memory of ‘91 David Duffy 

 ‘74 Tom & Carmen McKenny 

 In memory of ‘56 Jerry Schmidt 

 In memory of ‘67 Patsy (Dufek) 

Wranek 

 In memory of ‘67 Pat Grutsch 

 In memory of ‘67 Bob (Feather) 

Donohoe 

 In memory of ‘67 John (Dick) 

Stuifbergen 

 In memory of ‘67 Lynda (Hynes) 

Coday 

 In memory of ‘67 Patsy (Gillogly) 

Coventry 

 ‘76 In memory of David Zakrzewski 

 In memory of ‘51 Marde Birmingham 

Riley 

 Catholic Daughters, Court 697 

 In honor of the parents of Gerald & 

Mary Austin, Mr. & Mrs. James 

 In honor of ‘74 Dr. MJ Kersenbrock’s 

diaconate 

 In memory of Alma Kersenbrock 

 In memory of ‘54 Joan (Donohoe) 

Burival 

 In memory of ‘04 Jesse Robert Peetz 

 In honor of St. Mary’s class of 1971 

 In memory of Duane & Dorothy Gray 

 Michael & ‘45 Patricia (O’Donnell)  

Wadden 

 In honor of Bernard Pongratz 

 In memory of Vera Pongratz 

 In memory of Roman Filips 

 In memory of Matt & Lucille Liewer 

 In memory of the Grutsch family 

 Knights of Columbus, Council 701 

 In honor of ‘12 Luke & ‘13 Kyle 

Loecker 

 In memory of ‘97 Emily Reiser & ‘95 

Nicole Reiser Bennett 

 Alice Krotter 

 In memory of Norm Hale 

 In memory of ‘44 James & ‘48 Alice 

(Biglin) Earley 

 Anonymous 

St. Patrick’s Foundation 

 Velma Micanek estate 

St. Patrick’s Development 

 In memory of ‘64 Mick Gallagher 

 In memory of Leila Kamphaus 

 Randy & Brenda Hupp 

 Mike & Deb Kelly 

 Catholic Daughters of America, Court 

697 

 ‘65 Vilia (Gray) Natchez 

 Guardian Security  

 In honor of ‘74 Dr. MJ Kersenbrock’s 

Diaconate 

We want to stay in touch with all of our alumni, but we don’t know 

where you are all at or your new news!  We want to hear from you!  

Please let us know if you have recently gotten married, had a child, 

moved, been recognized for an accomplishment, or have any other 

fun updates for us! Our website also now has a place listing our 

‘lost’ alumni —check it out at stmarysoneill.org — and do them 

(and us) a favor, and fill us in on their where-abouts.  Contact 

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development, with your information 

and photos, either by mailing the Parish Office, calling, or emailing 

her.  Contact information is on the first inside page of this mailing. 

We thank the ‘90 Kami Sholes family for their 
generous memorial gifts to the playground 
project and the St. Mary’s Athletic programs. 
Pictured (Left-Right): ‘12 Chism Sholes, Chase 
Sholes, ‘08 Makala Davis, and Chance Sholes  


